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TO THE

READER

Ourteous Reader the following pro-
verbs and fentences, which 1 have:
tranflated from the Ebrezv, for the:
. amufement of your perufal, are neither
enthufiaftic, nor metaphyfical, but !
fimple morality, and found philofophy, fo
as to be of utility to all and every-rank
of people : ‘fince the quinteflcenfe of the
proceeding chapters are the {couics and
foundation of fociety, apd the inlet of
true faith : a faith! divéfled from deve- !
lopements of indefatiguable ceremonies.
If you chance to be attralted by
‘them, niy labour 1s then amply re-
warded : if ndt, I ﬂ::ll not grieve; for
. 2 I
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To Tue READER,

I am of Sencca’s opinion, that ’tis as bard
to pleafe every body, as it is to pleafe ro
bedy.

The following /fentences and
have been advanced at different | periods
by feveral of the ancient Rabbins, (Ec))me of
which as long ftanding as two thoufand
years paft :- It will then ferve to ominate
that the learned amongft the Fravs did
preach up the fuperbeft {yftem of
Ethics, that could be deduced from rea-
fon. Notwithftanding that fome| learned
men pretend that brotherly love, bumility,
and charity was not preached amongft

proverbs

‘the Jews, and that they were obfcured

in their ceremonial matters ; |I aver
as a man that’s impartial to religion,
that I cannot but even plead, and have

reat charity for thefe learned
lg!avc fo erronioufly pretended ;1 becaufe
of their not being acquainted with thefe
inumerable moral and philofophical
tralts, that were laid down and advan-
ced by the ancient Jewifh Rabbins,owing
to the Ebrew language being fo little
known or tranflated into other languages;
and alfo by the many perfecutions- that

the
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To THE READER. v |

the Jews underwent, and being defpifed
by their unmerciful enemies, dideven de-
ftroy numbers of their books : and fuch as
did remain with them, they did not dare
to publith by realon of fear ; by and thro’
which the law of God, hath. received a
mortal wound, in as much that the fal<
lacious tranflation of the Pentateuch which
hath been fo fpread thro’ out the nations,
hath caufed many learned men to ground
their arguments and ftudies upon thaken,
principles, and falfe hypothefis, and
thereon place their corner ftone of faith;
and fome of them at times refle&ting, at
fwallowing of emprick pills, yet thro’
miftaken zeal have they launched into
the ocean, into leaky veflels, not be-
ing acquainted with navigation, are drove
by the tempeftuous fea untii almoft loft;
for the omnipotent and omnifcient Gop
hath given one law and one faith to all his
rational creatures, whereby they may
enjoy this ftate of tranqudity and happi-
nefs ; and with facility attagn.the future
glorious ftate, which no eye hath beheld,
{ave Gop alone which he hath provided
for thefe that hope in him.

A3 The .




V1. To THe READE

o The worfhip of Gob 1s chiefly the
moral and inward duty, 1. e. she duties of
the mind : Tis not the outward applica-
tion of certain maxims, which;thall in-
ftitute the good religious man: and of
this hath Mbofes {peciied faying, mamny

5921 oy 5331 922% Y03 N me
TIEDIDIN WK TIRD DM YA ¢ TRIRD
19225 Syorn ¢ And thou fhalt love the

Lord thy God avith all thy heart, and
with all thy foul, and with all thy might :
And let thefe words that I am commanding
you this day be impreffed on thy mind.”” Thus
doth Mcfes alfo firi&tly command bro-
therly love,faying, 712 3" nanxy“ 4nd
thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf " to
which Rabbi Aciba faith that the forega-
ing verfe is the greateft point in the
law : moreover doth Mofes fay 1n order
to thew them that the defire of God from
his creatures 1s no more than the re&ti-
tude of the heart, and a ration
ledge, he faith thus, 58w 1o Yy o
S8 DN 13 oy And now O

doththe Lord thyGod rczuire more of theethen
to fcar." And in order to make his doc-
trine complete in focial benevolence he

Il love and
regard

faith,m3m n pRane Andye fb




To Tue READER. vii.

regard the fojourner,” and that men may
not carry malice within them, he faith, rb
72253 e nx s < Thou fbalt not bar-
biur enfnity againf? thy brother in thy heart.”
Andfince tisobviousthat the moralduties
do 1n rank preceed the ceremontous precepts,
it doth follow that it’s knowledge ought
to be in the like predicament : and that
1s what the fages named the duties aﬁ" the
mind : the utility whereof is, that where-
ever the duties of the mind have preceeded
{o as to be the ground work, there the
duties of the praétical afiions or the cere-
monies fhall be permanently eftablithed;
for the outward duties, 1. e. the pract-
cal commandments have a certain number,
but the duties of the mind are mtinite;
thus faid king David, treating concern-
ng the duties of the mind, and the
{piritual contemplations, thus, %3 Y35
TIND POSH AP NN To allmeafures
I have obferved an end, but thy command-
ments are expended:”’ And which cannot
but fignify the duties of the mind, for it
would be abfurd to fuppofe that the di-
vine fongfter did allude to the ceremonial
precepts only, which are limited anda
' | A 4 fixed




To Tue READER.

fixed duty, and to be obferved at certain
periods and feafons alone ; but|the divine

V1il.

Pfalmift foar'd to thofe magnified exalt-

ed matters that unite men, with the dig-
nified {pirit above, and render them aufpi-
cious and happy ; and that is|that {pirit
which thewife Solomon {peakipg of, em-
phatically faith in his philofophical book
of Coholeth : thus, DIR 92 MYV Y
%‘7;}2‘_}7‘7 m9wn <“He that kncweth!- will find
thatthe [piritof mengoethupwards :*° And to
thew fﬁthexfthatétrhe du{ws of the mind,
1. €. the true knowledge\is the whole
and fole aim that mortal fhould foar at,
which alone gaketh himf worthy to be
called a creature in the image df God it is
faid, 03921191 321 DAR DYN AOON I8
“I_;[aidye'were God’s,and childrenof the Moft
igh * And therefore to believe thatGop
doth exift implicitly, or to know the fame
from and by demonitration, is materially
different: thus Mofes trictly charges the
childr. n of Ifracl, whom he wanted to
credit nothing, unlefs rationally examin-
ed into, and known- by demonftration,
that great guide reafon, that Gop hath
fo implanted gracioufly in all his rational
creatures




To Tse READER. ix. °

creatures for a light, and wherewith they
can dive to the depth of the abyfs: wss.
DMK 8D 235 S magm ovn nym
‘¢ And thou fhalt know this day and con-
<emplate in thy mind that JEHOVAH is
Elobim on‘bigﬁ.,” ‘The meaning of which
15 that thou fhalt know the {fame from
‘proof and reafon, and not by implicit
taith alone : And thus did king David
before his death calling his fon Solomon,
and giving unto him his laft fiiendly and
fatherly leflon very emphatically,fay asa
a philofopher, viz. NR ¥ 12 PR5SY NN
NN PAR TR ¢ And thou Solomon, My
Jon, know the God of thy father and worfhip
bim, &c.” Exprefsly charging him to.
know his Gob e’er he can worthip him
1 love. -

And in order to thew the duty incum-
bent on men to fearch into this matter, I
fhall quote a paflage of the celebrited

hilofopher Rabbi Bachaiun’s preface to .
ﬁis treaties called the duties of the mind -

M2A3ST NN MBph YRR #M I3
written by him originally in Arabic and
, tranflated into Ebrew, by the famous R. .
Febuda Ben-tibon,thus {peakingtoalearn-

. As el
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X. To THE READER.

ed Rabbiwhomadeithis chief fludy of the
ceremonial part of thelaw.) (¢ Fdid atk
‘¢ one who was efteemed as a fage of the
“ law, whether he made 1t his ftudy to
‘“ contemplate the umty of | the deity
‘¢ and the duties of the mind !} to which
‘“.he replied that the tradition|implicitly
‘¢ did therein anfwer the end :|Said F un-
“ to him, fuch 1s not becoming a man of
‘“ raticionation who hath power to exa-
‘“ mine and make refearches; for implicit
‘¢ faith may be adopted for women and
¢¢ children, and thefe who have not {fuf-
‘“ ictent reafoning: But he who is
*“ endowed with reafon and to know that
‘“ which he 1s told, and doth flogardly
“ neglet examming the fame, s verily

‘¢ guilty of a grofs fault, and will be

‘¢ puntthed for the fame. It doth remind
“‘ me and 1s in comparifon to a monarch
““ who hath commanded one of his fer-
‘“ vants to go and colleét the tribute of
“ his {fubjets, further charging him that
*“ he thall infpe&t the monies he receives,
‘¢ and weigh the fame, and number it.
‘“ Now it fo happened that the king’s
“ fubje@ts who fo paid their tribute to

¢ the




To Tue READER. XL

“¢ the faid colleftor, did perfuade him
*¢ that the monies they gave him for the
¢ king’s-account were all good, and that
“ the weight was,_ juft, and the fum
“ night, and that he need not be at the
‘¢ troubleof minutely infpeting the fame,
“ which he implcitly believed, and
‘“ omitted to do as he was ordered by
“ the king. Now the matter did come
‘“ to the king’s knowledge, and the king
¢ ordered the monies to be brought be-
“ fore him, and inquired of the collec-
“ tor whether he knew the weight, and
¢ the number thereof? But he could
¢¢ not anfwer the fame: and the king
‘¢ ordered him to be punifhed, be’cau{%
““ of his negligence in orders, and his
“ implicit dependence, and - 1n fuch .
‘¢ matters where he might have known;
““ at the fame time obferving-that altho’
‘‘ the monies might by chance be juft,
‘¢ neverthelefs the colle®or was remifs
““in his duty: but had the collector
t¢ not been qualified for that office which
‘¢ the king did appoint- him, he would
‘“ not have punifthed him for his negli- |
¢ gence; and therefcre that if thy mind -
A6 “-were




xi.b. To Tux READER.

¢ were fo {canty as not to comprehend
¢ thefe noble matters, thy plea would
““ be good, that thou doth rely on tra-
‘¢ dition implicitly.”

And 1n reference to that we have ad-
vanced, have the ancient Rabbpins faidin
the following chapters, 5% pw "W
DIPORY 2w M ynian (¢ Be expedi-
t10us to_fludy the law, and know what reply
tomake to an Epicurian:” Meaning there-
by that men fhould not pafs their whole
time only in ftudying the ceremonial, or
Juries prudence, but to be expeditious in
that part, and to .nake their chief ftudy
the ability of replying to an| Epicurian,
that is he who denieth reward and pu-
nithment, and many of the duties of the
mind ; for that is of the moft utility to
ourfelves : and thus faid the princely pre-
ceptor Ifgiab when refpe@ing|the know-
ledge of God by and from ¢ontempla-
tion -he faith, Hhanmi SHney P o
PR ¥YIN D300 For in that aloge fallglory
be that 15 wost 1q g]ory,bc that knowetf and
underflandeth me.” And thus|faid David

.ffcakit;g, r¢fpe@ing the perfe€tion of
the law, nviy vy pawp DR N AN
oM 7 OTTRD C DD NDNY MDNY 1




To TsE READER. xiii.

DY DWRD M2 0 M3 3% noed
“ The law of God 1s complete, reviv-
eth the [pirit: The tefimony of God is
truth, maketh wife thefe that are perfuad-
ed to infatuation ; the precepts of God are
righteous rejoicing the beart : the command-
ments of God are brz;gbt enlightening the
eyes.” Thus faith his fon Solomon,
“ And I bebeld that wifdom exceed folly as
light doth darknefs.”

The compiler of the following com-
pendeous fentences and proverbs, of the
ancient Rabbins wasN*¢ R 1 139 Rabb:
Febudab the prince : who lived co-tempo-
rary with Marcus Aurilius, well known
tor his great knowledge, and remarked
for his Ethics, and who was a difciple of
the aforefaid R. Febudab. And thusdid
moft if not all the knowledge defcend
from the learned fews to the Grerks and
the Romans, and from them to the
Gentiles ; whereby it was accomplifthed
the bleffing of God unto Abraham, viz.
$¢ And all the nations of the earth fhall be
blefed in thy feed:” and there can’t be a
greater blefling then the conveying of
knowledge and truth to the world, and

that




wv. To Tue READER.

that alone is the true end of mens crea-
tion. Thus have the wife men inter-
preted the words of the prophet, refpect-
ing” the Mefliah, which is figuratively
meaning that the knowledge fhall be
fpread all over the face of the arth, and

in reference thereto the infpired Ezekiel
faith,qa H3 93NN PHORR XD M
“ And.on that day 1will fend forth my
f{)irit on all my rational creatures,” and
thereby the deity will be acknowledged
the God of the univerfe in unity as
it is faid, AR R RN OYA T ¢ And
on that day JEHOVAH fkall be pne, and his
glory a unity. Amen.

A PrimiTive EBRRw.
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{a) AL I. the Hraelites have a fhare in
futurity, as it 1s written, ‘> And

your nation are all nghteous, fhall in-
herit

(a) I found it requifite to treat here of the
reateft bafis of faith, glorious and moft exalted.
§{now that the learned have differed in their opi-
njons with refpeé to the good and benefit that

{hall come to men, by their doing and obfervi
the commandments that we were commanded by
God, through the hands of Mbfes, on him be
peace ; and of the evil that fhall befal them when
they




*

XVl.

INTRODUCTI

herit the land for ever, a br|
planting, the work of my |
I may be glorified.”

O N.

anch of my

hands, that

Thefe

they fhall overgo the fame. And t
therein was owing to the differs
knowledge, in as much that fof
mitted grofs blunders, that we
find any perfedt opinion therein,
been related by fome doth almoft
norance.

There is one S:2 which holds,
is the Paradife, and that it is a plag
fhalleat and drink without travail,
bitations thall be of diamonds, hy
and rivers flowing with wine and
famic oils and the like. And that
Infernal Regions, which place 1s a
where the bodies of the wicked
and that the wicked are there torn
mnoft accute manner with excruciati
.much to that purpofe. And tha
to corroborate what they have aq
fele@ed many verfes and paffages oy
tures, whofe litteral tranflation ¢
view feem to coincide with their ng

There is another Se?2 whofe opi
the good and blifs hoped for, is th
Mefhab ; for atthat time all men fl
gels, andfhall live to eternity, and
jurprifingly : and thefe
that the Meffiab fhall be

o
-

rpc:oplc fy
upported | b

heir difference
ence in their
ne have com-

nd what hath
mount to ig-

ﬂ]{ll almoft not

that the good
e where they
and their ha-
cinths, onex,

+dc]icious bal-

the evil i1s the
burning fpot,
re confumed,
nented in the
ng pains and
t S¢¢7 in order
lvanced, have
it of the fcrip-
pon the firft
tion.
nion 1t is that
¢ days of the
hall be as an-
fhall increafe
irther fuppafe
y an extra-
ordinary




INTRODUCTION. | xvii.

T /Jefe foregoing lines belong not to the
Ethic Chapters, but are out of the Mifhna

in Senhedren, but as they fignify futurity,
~ and

ordinary providence; and that in thofe days the
carth fhall produce garments and viards prepared,
and many more of the like impoffibilities. And
that the ev:/ or punithment, will be that the
wicked fhall not be fo happy as to enjoy thefe
fuperb bleffings in thofe days: and that Se& en-
deavour to colle& proof to what they fay, from
the many paflages of the Rabbins, and fome of
the litteral fenfe of the fcriptures.

The third Sect are of opinion that the good hoped
for is the Refurrettion, and that man fhall live
again, and enjoy this life again with his friends
and family, and that he fhall eat and drink, and
never die more, And the evi/ or punithment will
be that he fhall not rife again with thefe virtuous
men : and they alfo fele&k many paffages in the
{criptures to corroborate that they advance.

The fourth Sect are of opinion that the fole in-
tention of our minding and obferving the com-
mandments is that the mortal frame may enjoy
this lifc with felicity, i. e. a good country and
many children, a healthy conftitution, peace
and fatisfaltion, and their monarch to be an If-
raelite, and that they fhall have the dominion on
their oppreflors. And the evi/ or punithment for
not obferving the law and commandments, that
they fhall meet with all the foregoing matters,
vice verfa €ven as We NOW are in captivity : :;nd

. . t Cy

A




xvie. INTRODUCTION.

and awhich can only be obtained thro', and
by morality thev have with great propriety
Leen placed at the beginning of thefe Ethics.

I fhall

—

they have fele®ed many paffages of the feripture,
as alfo the curfes thercin mentioned to corrobo-
ratc that they advanced.

The fifih Seft, and they are nymerous, who
_fubjoin all thefe foregoing opinions, and they ad-
vance that the chief hope is that the Meffiah fhall
come, and that the dead fhall rife and enter
Paradife, and there they fhall feaft and enjoy
happinefs to eternity.

ut my beloved reader hearken, That Mar-
wvelous point, 1. e. the futurity, you fhall find but
few who are able to define, to what it relates,
whether it be the final caufe of the good, or if
it be any of the foremeationed fyftems, or if it
be the medium of the caufe and the final caufe.
But the common run of the people are moftly
curious in their inquiries (and eve fome of the
learned) how the dead fhall rife, whether naked
or cloathed, &c. and whether in thofe days there
fhall be .rich and poor, powerful and weak, and
like infignificant queftions. Now my worthy
contemp%ator, put thy mind to the parable that

I thall advance unto thee, and then thy heart
fhall be fufceptible to know my wprds that fhall
follow. ¢¢ Put to thy mind an infant who was
brought to a tutor in order to teach him the
law, and which is the greateft good to him with
refpe@ that he may thereby obtain perfe&nefs;

but




INTRODUCTION. xx.

I jhall grve the Reader the moft noble com-
ment thereon by the famous Maimonides,
writen originally in Arabic, and tranflated

In

but owing to his young years, and the weak-
nefs of his underftanding, he (the child) doth
not as yet comprehend the great utility that he
fhall obtain : and therefore 1t is neceffary for the
tutor who is perfeéter than he, that he encour-
age him to take his learning, by fuch and
through thofe means that are agreeable to the
age of his difeiple ; and he fhall fay unto him,
““ My child read and LIl give thee fome fweet meats or
the like;” and the child fhall endeavour to read
not for the fake of the knowledge that he fhall
obtain thereby, becaufe he is not as yet fufcept-
ible thereof, but for the fake of thofe frivelous
gifts which the teacher promifed him ; and which
gifts are more aimable 1n his eyes than the read-
ing, and thus he looks on his reading as a great
labour and travail, and he willingly undergoeth
that fatigue in order to obtain that imaginary
good promifed to him by his teacher. But when
that child fhall become older; and fhall defpife
that he fo firft admired; the teacher then fhall be
obliged to encourage him by promifing him fuch
other things which then are moft prcdominent
with him, and he fhall advance unto him, < My £
dear read, and I'll beflow on thee fine cloaths,” thus
fhall he again follow his learning for the fake of ¢
obtaining that good which fhall then he looked

upon by him the greateft: and when he {hall be-
come -




xx. INTRODUCTION.

in Ebrew, and never before tranflated into

any other language; 1 flatter myfelf that
the Reader «whether learned or not will each

be

come older and have loft that imaginary paffion,
Le then fhall be promifed money for his following
his learning, and he fhall follow his learning only
for” the fzﬁcc of obtaining thefe| few pieces of
money ; which at that time appear _re efteem-
able in his eyes than the real utility of the learn-
ing: and in further time when he fhall have ar-
rived at a more extenfive knowledge, the mafter
fhall perfuade him hitherto, by advancing to him
the ambition of a Preceptor, and that he fhall be
honoured by the public; and he fhall cndeavour
ull for the fake of arriving to that dignity, and
that thall he make his ambition] and the final
caufe of his following his ftudies. But all fuch
are foibles, and indeed it is lackl of true fenfe,
‘where a perfon makes the final caufe of learning
any thing, fave the knowledge itfelf ; and in re-
lation to thofe that ftudy for fuch purpofes have
the wife men named it, ¢ Learmng not with a
right view ”* i. e. He that obferves the command-
ments, and ftudies the laws, but| his endeavours
‘are not for obtaining the knowledge thereof, but
for fome finifter view : and therefare did the wife-
men admonifh therefrom, thus they faid, ¢ Thox
Shalt not make unto thyfelf a crown to be agrandized, nor
a batchet to hue with,” by which they have hinted
to that we have advanced; and that is, that the
true final caufe of the fearch after knowledge muit

" not




INTROD'UC.T ION. xxi.

be f[eafed therewith fince it is [o general
and fo perfect in its moral [yflem as almof?

- pen
"

be for the fake of being revered from mankind,
cr intereft, or the like; but that the whole aim
of the learning fhould be for the fake of the
knowledge thereof only ; and thus ought men to
thirft to get at truth tor the fake of truth only.
And no virtuous man ought to fay that when I
fhall obferve the commandments, and keep from
¢vil deeds, what fhall be the benefit that I fhall
receive from my Maker? For fuch is equal as
the parable of the child who faith what fhall
they give me if I adhere to my reading? when
they ?h‘all promife him certain things, becaufe
of the fcantinefs of his underftanding, and hfs
not as yet comprehending the final caufe, we
are obliged to fupport him equal to his folly, thus
faith Soloman, ¢ Anfwer unto the fool according to his
folly.” And thus have alfo the fages admonithed,
to the fame purpofe in their Ethic chapters, viz.
Antigonus an inbabitant of Socco [faith, be not like
unto fervants who ferve thetr maflers with the view ¢
receiving bemefit; but be as [ervants that ferve therr
maftcr without expellance of gratification : by which
they meant that he fhould believe in Truth for
Truth fake, and fuch is termed worfhip onut of
love. Thus fay the Rabbins with refpeét to the
fcripture that faith, ¢ In bis commandments be doth
much defire,” faith R. Eleazer, ¢ In his command-
ents, but ot for the [ake of their bencfit.” And 1
Fllxink all that we have faid 1s demonftrative, and

a proof




INTRODUCTI

pen can frame; I fball kecp up
poffible to the original and fi

XXil.

O N.

as exact as
all even not

cbange

a proof to what we have premifed|:

is taid by the Rabbins, ¢ Leaf? you
Sludy the ‘aw becaufe of being inriched,
tor, or that I may receive a reward in
No. and therefore it is exprefled in
“¢ g9 love the Lord thy God :” 1. e, all
do, fhall only be from the motive
I have now difcufed to you this fi
is obviouily demonftrated, that fuch
ing of the law, and the bafes of
wilemen have faid ; and no one wil
that unlefs he be an obftinate fool,
ed mind, whofe ideas are fpoiled f
ciples imbiled. And this was the d
of our father Abrabam, on him be
worfhipped God from pure love ;
that road ought all men to be awak
But becaufe that the wife and
well knew, and were convinced, 1t
je& requires much attention e’er
that every man doth not arrive t
degree ; and thofe even that fhal
happy as to arrive thereto, yetin
their faith therein fhall not be pers
the generality of mankind do no aét
. view of beneht, or avoiding a 1
- fuch do not appearantly attend t
then cry that the a&ion is vain ; 1

- fidering this, how is it poffible that

[

and thus it
were to fay Dll
or fliled a doc-

# Sfutnre flate.”

the fcripture,
that you fhall
of pure love.

ibje&t, and it
1 1s the mean-

>

all that the

l retraét from

or a corrupt-

rom bad prin-
rreat principle

peacc, for he
and towards

ened.

learned {ages
hat this fub-
ttained ; and

p that exalted
1 laftly be fo

the beginning

menant ; fince
ions without a
pfs: and when
he fame, they
therefore con-
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change a fentence. I cannot but fay that
when I read the original I could not Felp

calling

L

vance ta the common run of the people, and even
the learned that they fhall obferve fuch com-
mandments to do them, and- that fuch a&ions
they fhall avoid, not for the fake of the fear of
punithment, or for a reward, but out of pure
love: When moft men as we have already ob-
ferved, can’t ccmprehend that philofophic point
fo eafy, fo that they fhall be of the degree of our
father Abraham : and therefore it was proper to
{uffer the commonality to fay, that they obferve
the commandments, for the fake of the reward,
and the fear of punithments; untill they fhall
arrive to the true fenfe thereof, and know the
truth, and the perfet path, equally as our para-

ble with the child and the teacher. Yet what
we have faid is rather dangerous for the vulgar,

as 1t haPpencd to Antigonus who told them the
truth, e’er they were capable of recetving it, and
therefore did the fages fa}' in their Fthic chapters,
“ Ye wifemen be admonifbed, and guard the words you
are going to fay.”” And verily the common people
lofe nothing by worfhipping out of fear and re-
ward, tho’ they be not perfe& ; neverthelefs it
is ferviceable to them by training them to the
commandments of the law, until they fhall aim
to get the truth: And thus have the Rabbins faid,
““Let @ man ever be fludying the law, for though be
Pall fludy firft, not with the right view, be fpall
lafily come thereto 3 fo that he will worfhip from
pure love. ;
It
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ixiv. INTRODUCTION.
calling tomy mind the notle pqﬂage .of "y

eountryman, NMilton book vit. |vol. 1.

The angel ended,
And in Adam’s ear fo charming left his voice,
That he a while thought himfelf {peaking ;

Still ftood fix’d to hear.

READER:

It is very needful for you to be informed, that
refpeting the comprehending of the paffages of
the wife Rabbins9*Y1 D'OOM MY imankind have
divided themfclves into three fects,

The fir/}, and fuch are the common run of
lcarned people, whofe books I have alfo perufed,
from which, as alfo by what I'heard of them,
they believe the paffages of the wife Sages, to be
uncz:rﬁood iterally, abftraéted from any emblem,
parable or figure, and with that Sec? all that is im-
poffible, they hold to exiff from neceffity. And verily
the caufe thereof, cannot but be jowing to their
lacknefs of underftanding, and their great diftance
from knowledge ; in as much that|they have not
that perfeétnefs in their minds to be moved there-
to, and at the fame time, finding no other perfon
to inftru® them otherwife, which|maketh them
to believe, that many of the figurative latent
paffages of the wife Rabbins, cannot be underftood
fave in their litteral way, confiftent to their
poor minds, and fcanty underftanding: though
many of thefe paflages that they {g literally take,
are o far from reafon, that I capnot but think
that even the peafant with little refe&ion, much
more the larned, could {carce credit {uch fubjeéts

) 2 literally :
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Reaper! I have now finithed that
noble comment, and though I have pof-
{ibly been too prolix, I hope the reader
will pardon 1t, fince my view was, be-

caufe
Y Y
litterally :  "And indeed that fz&z who are {o im-
poverifhed 1n their mind are to be pitied, fince
thiefe poor creatures mean’to honour and extol the
words of the wifec men, according to their own
opinions, and atthe {ame time they are debafing
and ridiculing them to the utmoft degree: and 1
do twear by the living Gop, that that fz¢# are the
deftroyers.of the beauty of the Law, and the ob-
fcurers of her pellucidnefs ; and are convertin
the Law to the utmoft : fince Gop hath faid in his
perfed? Law, TIRTDPITTSD 8 woer o
NI 7T M3NA31 00N DY P BN and that
ignorant fef? by their expounding the words of
the wife men, cauifc the learned nations to fay,
NI TOPT M 921990 DY PN ¢ Mot a filly
and obftinate bittle nation is this:” And T aflure you,
that moft ot the preachers of that fef? pretend to
acquaint the people, what they know not them-
felves ; and would to heaven they had but the
modefty to be filent, as the wife men faid, ki~
NPy 23 M PENN Zann
wou'd thatthey were Silent &c. or tell the people
that they do not comprehend thofe certain paf-
lages of the wife men; but by their arrogance
they pretend to comprehend them, and accord-
ngly preach to the people agreeable to their
ewn weak underftanding, concerning thefe many
latent

e e Sr——— e are
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caufe the matter therem |contams the
greateft bafis of faith, and know them,
and heavens profper you therewith:
Another reafon for my giving you this
grand

latent paffages in Barachut, $1DM3 and Chelek,
p‘}n L:terally.

The fecond [ec? are numerous alfp, and fuch are
thofe who have beheld the words of the wife men,
and have taken them in the /iteral fenfe, and have
imagined that the wife men who [advanced them,
meant no otherwife than the litenal fenfe thereof,
and therefore that /&2 do pretend to ridicule
them, and Inveigh without reafon againft the
wife men; faying, that their underftanding is
more cogent, and that the wife men who wrote
thofe many paffages, were ignorant of the fyftem
of nature, elfe they would not| have advanced
that they have; and the moftjof thefe accu-
{ers pretend to be learned in Afirpligy and; Meds-
cine, and are wifc in their own eyes, and pretend
to much philsfophical kncwledge. "|But alas! how
far indeed, are they from intelligence, when
compared to thofe who are trulvi phlofophic ; and
indeed this fe¢? are much bafer than the firft, and
the major part of them are libertines that moft ace
curfed 1e&, becaufe that they haye the arrogance
to deftroy and ridicule the words of men of
known learning, whofe witdom hath been expe-
rienced to the wife: and thofe vain fools, had
they laboured to learn wifdom, in as much as to
be informed how fubjeéts of fuch great importance

» as
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grand comment was, 10 order to hing:
to you that Mofes {pake of a future re
ward and punifbment, and I with that the
learned Englith prelate, in a certain
B2 paffage

L

as Divine philafaphy ought to be written and placed,
and the latenty required in thofe matters to the
vulgar; or were they to be fenfible of the prac-
tical part of philofophy, they would then, in-
deed know, whether the learned wife Rabbins
were really wife. and they would then praife and
fame what they have faid.

The third feft, and which I folemnly declare are
but few indeed, and fo few of them are to be
met with, (thatI can fcarcely apply to them the

name of fpecie, equally in relation that we name
the fun, a fpecie, though he be one feparate be-
ing) and fuch are thofe people to whom the glory
of the wife learned men hath been demonftrated,
and have comprehended thofe latent meanings
and figurative expreflions, as meant by thete
wife men in their different fcattered paflages of °
the Talmud, &c. and which very paflages evince
the depth and perfenefs of the underftanding
of thefe learned wife Rabbins, and that they did
attain the truth, and that they were fenfibly con-
vinced of that which is impoffible, and that
which muft of neceflity exift; and that (e are
alfv fatisfied that the feveral paflages and ora-
tions of the wife mep are not jeerings, but that
they are both expreffive as well as figurative ;
and that whenever the wife men were wont ot




xxvii. INTRODUCTION.

paflage of his book, vol. 1. p. 8, had
looked little farther to futuryty, but that
learned bithop 1s to be excufed, and pro-

bably God hath referved the {fame for

another

treat refpefting impoffibilities, ‘they fpoke of
them in a Parabolical and emblematical manner
for fuch was ever the cuftom of all the grea
Jfuges to write: and thus did the wife Silomon be.
vin his book, faying, 3% YHM YR 137y
 To underfland a parable, &c. DN DN
And fince all that the learned fages have faid
velpe&ting  heavenly fubjects, which 1is the final
caufe, are only emblems and figures, it would indeed
be abfurd that they fheuld be blameable in com-
pofing their writings teuching the fame, in em-
blems and figures, {o as to feemn relating to vulgar
fubje€ts. And thus is moft of the book of b
parabolical, and the like opinion isiwith ref{peét to
the dead that were raifed by the prophet Ezelidl.
Now my reader, if thou art of either of the
&irft two fefts, T am convinced that you will pay
but little regard to what I have faid, fince my
fubjet cannot be pleafing to thee, but rather
prejudicial, and therefore thou fhalft hate it:
And 1t 1s not to be wondered at, for how isit
‘poflible that light fpiritual viands [fhall be agree-
able to fuch people, who are habituated to coarie
and grofs viands; and infa& he fhall hate Ew-
brofial. But if thou art of the third fes2, then
whenever thou fhall behold any [latent paffage,
and which is not upon the firlt view to be com-

Jrehended, you will contemplate the fame, and
by
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another prelate; and I cannot but Ia-
ment, that all thefe misfortunes doth
arife from the want of true knowledge
in the Ebrew. *Tis true 'tis a pity,

B 3 and

know that fuch is emblematical and ﬁgurztive,
by which the palpitation of thy heart will ceafe,
and thy ideas will be comprehenfive until thou
fhall attain the true fente, and the belief of
truth, as it is written, 2021 HN*NAT NIYRY
10 find out exceptable words &ico PVON AW
and then when thou fhalft fpeculate that I have
here written, 1t will be of fervice to thee with the.
help of God.

And now I will begin to.treat of that Fde-
figned this Epiftle for : . Know, that equally as
the blindman cannot have any .idea of colours, or
the deaf of founds, or the Eunuch that of venery ;
even 10 is it impoffible for the .corporeal frames
to have any perfe&t idea of the {piritual plea-
fures: aud equally as the fith, who.can have no
notion of the fiery clement, becaufe of their ever
being i

g in the watery, which is the oppofitg ; even.
fo is it impoffible for the body in .this corporeal
world to know the pleafures of a fpiritual worldj
fince-we cannot be fenfible of any pleafure, fave
the pleafure. of. the body, and the fenfes, i. €,
Eating, Drinking, and Venery; and all Elfe
fave nt%xefc preceding pleafures, we do not know,
or are fenfible of -upon a firft view, but doth r¢-
quire much feeking indeed: and it is juft, and
ought to be so confidering that we live in a cor-
poseal world, whofe pleafures are mean and

' , fpite
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and a pity 'tis that ’tis true, that ina
country like this, abounding in men of
letters, that the real know edge of the
fcripture thould not be enc u1aged O

}?

finite, and interupted, and therefore how fhzll
‘we be able to know {piritual pleatures, whofe
blifs are everlafting and infinite,| and have no
relation whatfoever to or with our corporeal plea-
fures. Neither would it be with propriety of us
men of the /aw or the divine piilsjaplers to tuppofe
that the celeff:ial fpmt:, angels, &e) are abftraéted
from pleafuxc or happinets ; forinfine their plea-
fure is great indeed, fince they know and attain
the truth of the exiftence of Gobp,| w hereby they
have a continual pleafure and blits uninterrup-
ted, and have none of the corporeal pleafures;
nc1thcr do they know any of them, becaufe the

have not thofe fenfes like us, wherewith we feel,

know and obtain, thofe our corporeal pleafures:

And even fo, if any of us fhall be purified to
that degree after his death, he fhall then not at-
tain the corpareal pleafures, neither fhall he
defire them, equally as a monarch who 1s arrived
to the glory of dominion and poyer; who fhall
ecafe to play at balls, as he was yfed to do when
young 2nd in his infancy, at a time when he
conld not with propriety diftinguifh between the
two fubjedts, equally as we mortals for the moft
are exalting the pleafures of the body, and pre-
ferring them to {piritual blifs,

And
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ve learned prelates, look to your theep!
— 1 thall not be prolix, fince I have re-
ferved the fame for a feperate work that
I am wiitting; but yet, I will only

B 4 hint

—

And when you fhall come to confider and re-
ficét on the {ubje& of thefe two forts of pleafure
or blits, you will find the meanne/s of the one,
and the grandeur of the other, even in this life:
And fuch is, for that youmay cbferve that moft
mortals are teazing and travailing both their
bodies and minds to the greateit extremity, and
all in order to obtain granleur and honour, and
that their fellow creatures fhall revere them
and that fpecie of pleafure hath no conneftion
with that of eating and drinking; you may alfo
obferve that many men fhall prefer the pleafure
of being avenged of his enemy, to any other of
the corporcal pleafures, for fear of fhame, or
with a view that he may bear a pious name a-
mong't his fellow creatures:  Now, if fo it be
in this corporeal world, much more fo 1f we
think of the fpiritual world, wherc cur minds are
to have perfe&t knowledge of the exiftence of
Gon, equally as thefe magnified cele/fial bodies,
and which blifs is not to be divided, neither is 1t
to be numerated, nor is there any parable to be
found to compare thereto; and all that can be
faid in relation to that moft magnified and fu-
perlative blifs is, as the prophet faid, A9 1Y
N2Y 20N W AW ¢¢ How great 15 that good
which thiu bajt in flore Javed for them that fear thee.”

And

P
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hint at a certain phrafe in |the Ebrew
Language, which for want of a proper
explanation, it hath caufed hundreds of
different {yftems of preachings; and I

proteft

And thus have the wife Rabbins [faid, <€ in the
world that is to come there is reither ealing nor drinks
ing, nor wafhing, ancinting, or veneryl; but the vir-
tusus fhall be ¢ftallifbed with crowns on their heads,
and fuall reccive delight from the p-llucidity of the glory
¢f Gon;” by which words of ¢ crowms cn their
beads,” they meant the iamortality of the Joul, in
the eftablifhinent of the knowledye| to her ; and
thus is Gop the Kuowledge and the| Knowledge is
Gop ; which hath been more amply defined phi-
lofophically in another place, whith would be
too prolix to mention here :  And lly the words,
“ Recetve delight from the pellucidity of the glory of
Gop,” they mcant to indicate that thofe fouls
fhall be delighfed by what they fhall then know
of the true exiftence of Gob, equally as the Aoy
living cdeftial fparits, called @Y AV Chasyuth
Hacouda/h, and other degrees of thefe celflial fpi-
rits, according to their conception jof the glory
of Gob and his exiftence.

>Tis therefore obvious that the final blifs is to
arrive to that heavenly fociety, and to partake
of that glory, and to be smsrtal there, as we have
already faid, to eternity with the living Gob,
and who is the caufe of continuing the foul to
Etermity, becaule the hath known him; which
great fecret is difcufled in the myftery of philo-

fophy
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proteft I know of no good that thefe
various {yftems of preachings are to a
nation, fave the various conventicles:

abounding iu windows, to encreafe the
" B g revenue ;

fophy, and which 1s the greateft good,. which
hath nothing to out vie it, neither can ought be
compared to it, confidering its uninteruptednefs
and infinity ; and that is the meaning of the
words of Mbfes in the Panteteuch, ';L) atall ]VD‘)

OO NOINTYY <€ that thou mayeft be happy and
lengthen thy days,” and which is in fa& in a world
that is all extenfive. But the greateft evil and
vengeance is, that the fou! be annihilated and not
attain that smortality; and fuch is the punifhment
mentioned by "Mpyfes in the Panteteuch, called

MY Karath, i.e. to be cut off; thus it faith,
$OIN FNON NN < the foul fhall be cut off.”’

Thus it is obvious, that whoever efteems moitly
the corporeal pleafures, and defpifes truth, and
loves fophiftry, muft of courfe be cut off from
that great glory, and remain unintelligent matter :
and the prophet hath alfo told us that futurity is
not to be conceived through the corporeal [enfess
and thus it is faid, PR DTIR ANRIRI VY
Y D’DHD‘? MY ¢ No eye bath bebeid it Jave Gsd
himfelf.”’ |

But verily the good promifes, asywell as the
evils and punifhments, as recorded in the law,
arc fuch fubjets as I fhall acquaint you with 3
which is- telling you, thatif you {hall obferve.
the commandments with perfe&nefs, 1. e. di-

vefted
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revenuc; and they indeed |pay with
great propriety {ince the light 1s only
let in, but I never found any light to.
come cut, Know that, in the Ebrew

vefted from hypocrify, faith God, I will affift
you therein, in as much that I will takc away
all fuch things that might be of hindrance there-
to, fince men cannot obferve the commandments
when fick or ftarving, or when in trouble or
captivity ; and therefore did God promife them,
that by his providence he would put off all thole
interruptions, and that they fhaﬁ njoy health,
and live in peace in their country ; through which
means their knowledge fhall be perfeéted, that
i the end they may obtain that eternal life:
Confequently it is demonftrated that the final
caufe of obferving the law and commandments is
the eternal life.  And even {o if they|fhall negleft
the fame, the punifhment then fhall be thro their
mecting with thofe deftruions, fo|that in the
end theyimauit inevitably lofe that Eternal 1;'[:,[ and
refle® well on what we here advance, fince it
philofophically demonftrates the futurity menti-
oned by Gop through Adsfes.  And thus have the
wife men hinted at 1t in their Ethics{ when they
faid,  TIY VAV OIMIYA MSD IR
“ the recompenle of a commandment is \another com-
mandment iz'pif the recompence of a pacaaa is anether
pacada.”’

And with refpet to the infernal tegions, 1. e
Hell; ’tis & phrafe applicable to the pain and pu-
nifhment
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fongue they name him that enters into
the aftions of pious men, and adhering
to their tenets, BENYE, 1. e. fons or
children: and under that predicament

" "tis

A 3¢

nithment that Thall befall the wicked ; and there
has been no explanation of its nature m:ntioned
in the Talmud ; but fome are of opinion, that
the fun fhall deftroy them, and they conclude,
that meaning from the words in the fcripture that
faith, VNI NI DV PN <€ thereis a day
coming that fball be as hot as an oven:” And fome
advance that the heat of their own bodies {hall
encreafe to that degree, as to deftroy them; and
conclude 1t from the faying, ns:&n 2N DO
“ your [pirits fbail be confumed with fire’
And as to the Refurrcétion of the dead, this is one
of the bafis of thc Mofaic do&trine, and no one k'
can have any claim to Judiafm that denieth the ¥
refurreftion 3 but the refurrebtion 1s only to the pi-
ous and juff; and indeed, how can it be fuppofed,
that the wicked fhall rife, when they are even as
dead during their natural lives; ard I would
have you to know, that death is of neceffity to
mortal, and that the elements fhall difperfe and \
return again, to that they were join’d from. ’
And with refpe&t to the days of the Jefiab,
that I {fuppofe to be a period, when-the kingdom
fhall be reftored Ifrael, and they fhall again re-
turn to their country, and their monarch fhall <%
be exalted, and he fhall be efteemed amongft all- : - t
the nations, more than Solomon was ; and that aft~ ™ :
the nations fhall enter into a league with him,
owing g
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'tis that good men have been named,
098 32 BENYE ELoHiM, 1. e
the fons of God. ¥ 1{hall neverthelefs point
out to you a great myftery, which,
| that

it e,

owing to his great virtue, and the marvellous
‘aceds that thali happen through hig means; and
whoever flall fiart up to rebell againft him, God
{f:all put down; and all the vertes| in the fcrip-
ture abound retpedting his glory: |And I would
have you to know, that the face ot nature will -
not be charged otherwile than the |prefent ; but
all the difference then from now fhall be, that
ths kingdom thall bLa reftored to Tfrael : Andthus
havethe wicimeniasd, I‘nzg’t? Tt '713;,‘1 PATN
PYIDD NIV RON PR < lthere wiil be no
difiviction fion the picfent time to the tipne of the Alef-
ﬁa/}, /?"w the cattrvity and [ervility of the. Fews.t
And the greatett utlity we {Lall obtain in thole
days, thail be the perfcéting of our| minds, that
therehy we thall arrive to the future iife 5 and as
to the perion of the wsfiah he fhall|die, and his
fon fhult fiweeed him and fo on 3 and the prophet
hath forerold that he fhill not die until he hath
e{tublithed rightcouinefs and juftice, and there-
fore thall his reign be a long perigd of years:
and even rhe years of individuals |fhall E)C en-
creafed, and which will be by nature, confider. .
ing the eafement of troubles, which is the de-
ftroyer of Munkind Neither need we| be furprifed
a tthe continuance of the kiugdom of the Meffab

for thoufands of years, -fince the
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that -you thall not' find thro’ out the
fcriptures, the phrafe of W3 BENYE

JEHOVAH, i. e. the [i#5 of TFebovah;
byreafon that fuch would beblafphemy,

Mitaneny

have faid, ¢ that a faciety when perfeltly affociated,
Jlail not eafily be difperfed.” And we are not aim-
ine and withing for the days of the Meffiab, be-
cavic of Riches, Glory of grandeur, or mufical
entertainment, as the crack’d brain folks ima-
gine: 'But thy hope that the virwous and the
prophets had for the Meffiah was, that there might
be a permanent afivciation of the Pious, and the
cncreafe of kaowledge, and the uprightnefs of a
king, and his exalted virtue, a'd his uniting
with the Deity, as it is weritten, 3323 Yot N Y
PRI DV IR PNR ¢ God faid
unto me, thou art my fony I hive this ray begotten
thee,”  And the oblerving ali the precepts of God
without intermiffion. thus it is faid, 1109 89
AR W RS b e ek 2 My,
“a . tiey fhall roi teach every man bisne-ghbur e, ™
And it is alio faid, 2393 0O PR AN
“ Aud [will give my laws into their hearts,” alfs
N 1A% 39 DR OM ¢ And 1 will put off
that flinty hearty &c. and many ot the like piffa-
ce; and by and through thefe mirans, tiey fhall
he ohle toconceive fururity witi a pesfedt con-
ception : Thas is the final end 1n the next world,
and all there!t are but the endeavoursiorobtaming
the fame. Aand therefore thofe wifc men who
had obtained the fummit of truth, well knew the

C and

final .
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and therefore 'tis only written, the . fom
Elohim: And notice| well, that
Ihave remarked, fince 'tis| the. gteund
work of prefcrvmg the Unity of Ged,in
all its perfectione. And were I to have
the happinefs of tranflating the Pante-
teuch 1n particular, I wou [d very obvi-
oufly point aut this great fecret, which
1s latent under the various terms of

Elohim

R

final caufe, and therefore he beran therewith,
faying, N3N DWYH PN DNY 219K 9D A}
the Ifraelites hav: a /})arc inthe neat worid:” And)
fince the mext werld 1s the ﬁmlcau/a, and the
point to be aimed at, 1t neverthice(s behoves him
who means to »\orfhnp Gop from pure lsze, not
to put that of futurty as his recampence ;3 butin
the following manner; and |that is by be-
lieving thattherc 1s a n‘nm/m’ge, and that know-
ledge is the /nw, whith was delivered to thc
prophets from Gop ; wleiein Gop maide mani-
felt the gosd manners, 1. e. the precepts; and the
wial-manners, 1. c. the pacadis, jand thcxefore it
" behoves him thet is chara&erifed] with the name
of Max, to adbere to that part pf the gocd, and
to abs.ﬂ( on the bad, and by fo doing he thall ac-
comnplifh thereby his R tionality, to be difin-
euithed from the brité; and Ly becominy per-
1\& he cznrot but remain rmmertal, . and hls
joul exift Eternally, and which|is jurarity, |
~ thewerid to come. m“‘m.z Coiiiiia ON ‘b: ;M// na

ckap. C.elats,
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Elobim, M and &N Yebovah,
and more particularly foin the firft chap-
ter of Genefis, treatmg toncerning the
Creation : you thall not find the name of
Fehovah mentioned, until the creation
of man. And I do aver that the Pan-
tetench in its prefent Tranflation, 1s no-
thing but a confufed chaos, with regard
to the Glory of the Creation; nay, it
cveti is not {vftematically ¢ but were the
fame rendered to the public with truth,
according to the original, 1t- would re-
refledt honor oa the work, and with the
arcateft eafe clear thefe thorny buthes,
which now infeft and puzzle the brains
of the *Oxontan Divine: And let
me tell them all, that though they
ware to comment to Eternity, thev will
nath:r do themfelves nor others any
real tervice, to encreafe the underiland-
e ot the {criptures s unlefsa true, fair,
and honeft traoflation 1s made from the
original ; and the tranflator muft with
operolity obferve the {enfe of the Ibrie:
Li truth, neither flattering the  Yews,
nor calumnizing the Nazar.nes.

C 2 " Why

* Igmmmia Legi: neminen (icujal.




1. INTRODUCTION.: .

Why fuch a wosk 1s not accomphithe.
in a country abounding in learned men,
and feveral Umverfities, 1s beft known
to themfelves; and -e’re 1 would fup-
pofe mg' countrymen diltagry in {o com
mendable a work, I would fooner pafs
that for truth, (though |it would be
none of the politeft compliment) that
they cannot effe¢t it,from want of a tho-
rough knowledge in the Fprew : How:
ever there is avulgar faying, ¢ ’#i5 never
200 late to learn.”’

I thzll hint at anether misfortune,
according to my {canty opinion, which
has caufed fuch a work not to be ac-
complithed, and that I take to be from
too great~a zeal that fome learned Di-
vines might have had for theic Tenets of
Faith: Nay, 1 thould rather fay a pre-
sudice of Education, and implicidne{s that
dwelt with them, and owing thercty,
though fome of them might at times
have a fluth of lightning break forth
into his mind, and lead hun to many
obvious Philofophical truths ; yet alafs!
how fooa vanithed again, and the whole

fubnce
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fabric becomes caliginious owing to |
- their miftakep . ardour and prejudices, |
~ which are-the {ole- workers of :zealous
mifchiefs, wherefbever “they happen to
be Predominent, -in. Pdlicy of flate: as
well asin Religion and *tis that which I |
name, Satan difguifed in a Pious Habit,thro’
which means the poor ignorant multi-
tude of all Denominations.are deceived,
and even facrifice their lives. I mean
not by whatI have advanced, to .ca-
lumniate the Chriftian Divines, but I
fpeak univerfally; .and that Jew who
is given that way, and hath no charity,
I cenfure full as much as the Chriffian.
Thus, Fruétus autem juflitie, in pace
feminatus facientibus pacem. f
All of which we have faid was hint- J
ed at by Solomon ; thus he faith,
Wy MY Y RS D Wyen oo Yoy &
“ The travail of the fool fball tire bim,
becaufe that be knoweth not bis road ta
the city.”

However there 1s a faying, ¢ arL
THE WORLD CANNOT BE WISE.”

Courteous '
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Courteous Reader, who 'er thou
art, ] am your well-wither, and have

charity for thee.

Loxpox, 16thday A Primitive EBREW,
of KISLOW, and the
A. M. g532. ‘TRANSLATOR.

A Soliloquy by the Tranflator.
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When Ireﬂect on my Soul,and contemplate
my being weavéd from changeablc ‘lements ; 4
like a dream that vanifhes, and a Bird which wan-
dereth from his neft )’ conﬁdermg the evil paffions
that are warring within me ; whote te npeitous.
waves {zem to over \x‘uelm me, and doth c¢a-
joleme with the intiigues of.the change of the |
times , now in atfluence, and at times in “indigna- |
tion ; I am indeed furrounded with the thadow of
Death, and darknefs. And were it not for thy
help, he that is ready to fall muft indeed be
hurl’d into the abyfi; and nought toaid him; ‘
aad the Duit hall return to the E'u'th but who *
fhall return the fpirit to God ¢ whcn {he fhall ‘
~ Dbeintangled 1n thc thiftles of fin, and fhall be
mntn as Chaff before the Wind: O! whnat {

fhail 1 then do to mike permancnt ny memory,
tact [ may not be obhnntcd aut of the book of
life: andaf T have fcoffed at that Divia- dcpohr !
how can. T hope forPay ?  Be fpeedy *ere the
evidl 1s comaing; whilit the fhadow 15 sotyet
vanifhed, that thou maycit perfedt thy Pervert- \
ed ptlt‘l for there¢ is no account in the grave ° |
waither thou art going.  wherefore whilft thou 1
dic like the Quad ruped, aud the Feptile, when
it 1s inthy power to amend the breach. Mans
root - is in the Earth, and his head in
the Heavens, a Tree in the garden of God,
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have pity then and cutt it not off for td builda
trench for the fatiating of corporial -pleafures ,
The Soul is like pure oil, if thou efjereafe thécot-
ton it fhall be extinguifhed : and if| thou leffen it
it fhall give no light ; therefore kepp from both
extreams, and walk between them, that thou
mayeft live in thislow world, and inhereit the
land of the living .

BE it the will of the God of G or]y, who is
1C

alone manifefted by his creatures, the form of

all Exiftences, whodwells in clouds of pellucidnei,
his fervants are afking and inquiring one of the
other, where the place of his glory i1s ¢ he that
doth graccfully bequeth and Eternally entluence ;
the final caute of goodnets, who doth not defire
the annihilation of his creatures, but ever defiring
to convey the foul of men to that fountain the

* hath been drawn from ; to entluenge us with his
pellucid tparks, in order that we may be united
in the Heavens of Fortune ; to delight in the
glory of bis all-futhciency ; in that Delignt which
hath no end; that Eternal life that| no eye hath
egcompafied. B

¢ e o oW
C VIOV OV MIDn oM

A good nawmne is better then precious ointment : and ike
day of Death then the Day of cnes birth,
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(a) OSES received the Law. fromsz
and afligned it uato Jofhua; and
Jothua, to the Elders, or Ancients ;7 and

(a) It being a great utility to the followmg ]
{cntences and proverbs of Ethses, which have been
laid
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the Elders, to the Prophets; and the Pro-
phets affigned the fame to the people of the
Great Congregation.

They have faid three things. (8) Be
ever deliberate and circumfpett| in render-
ing juftice (¢) ; and eftablifh many difciples ;
and make a fence and out-work to the
Law.

NI NPTINTNDI VD D NN (WRY
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laid down by various Rabbins, to ftate the ori-
gin of their tradition, and from whence they fo
derived their leflons; it was therefore that R.
Febuda, otherwife the Holy Rabbi, who formed
the Mi/hna, and compiled the {ame, to begin the
abeve firft chapter, with tracing| the tradition
from Mo{u, who was divinely infpired, and re-
ceived the law from Mount Sini: |in order that
we may alfo learn that moft of the fentences here-
after mentioned, were alfo fwom Mofes by divine
infpiration. ' |

(b)) Recommending to 2 judge not to be tbo
hafty and ngid in patling a verdidt, until he be
fully convinced with the merits of the caufe.

(¢) Alluding to the feveral rabbanical ordina-
tions and admonitions, which ef & to reftrain
the people from vice, and thus 'tis faid, gD
PDEY PN ¢ Therefore fhall ye keep my erdinances.”
The explanation of which imports to make 3
fence or outwork to mine, Levit] ch. 18, v. 30
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(d) Simon the Juft, who was of thofe that
remained of the Great Congregation, was
wont to fay, ¢ By three things the world is
upheld, by the Law (¢), by its Divine Or-
dinance (f), and by the A&ions of
Grace.”

NI C PUIER nEn H2p 151D L DRIDIE
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Antignus, an inhabitant of Socco, re-
ceived his tradition from Simon the Juft.

He was wont to fay, “ Be not like unto
B2 fervants

(4) The above mentioned Simon was the long-
eft liver of the affembly of the great congregation
called 931 MDD 2N Who were in number

one hundred and twenty; amongft which were
three prophets, ‘namely, Hagai, Zacharia, and
Malachi, and therefore the whole tradition of his
.affociates was left with him : and he was alfo
high prieft, and fucceeded Efdra.

(¢) Divine Ordinance: 1. e. the feveral facrifi-
ces ordained in the law, and that is called T nay

Jervice or wor/bip : and therefore it is a part of the

prayers of the day, that the Lord fhall reflore the

worship to bis fanfluary. o o
(f) Aétions of Grace.. Meaning virtuous habits,

i

as alfo to rejoice the bride and bridfégroon, nd

to vifit the fick, and condole the affliéted. -
¥ I8
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fervants who ferve their mafters
view of receiving benefit ; but }
vants that ferve their mafter wi
peftance of (g) gratification; a
fear of God be on you.”

(¢) DOB Gratification : i. e. Such that is given,
though not compelled from any motive of ac-
knowledgement, but from pure generofity and
zoodnefs of heart: e. g. A perion was'to fay to
his fervant, or his fon, or wife, a& or do fo, and
I will give thee a fhilling or two: and tuch is the
dftin&ion of what is called p™d PERoss or pay -
for pay 1s fuch that is rendered trom fjuflice, and
a retaliation for an a&ion that hath|/been done;
and therefore did this faint recommend his difci-
ples not to worfhip the Deity with the view of his
retaliating them good, and endowing| them with
crace; and that fuch motive to be|their whole
aim in their worfhip: But to the cpntrary en-
joins them a worfhip from the motive of love ;
as we have mentioned in our tentl chapter of

Senhedrin: Yet, neverthelefs he exhot
to be remi’s in their fear towards God

ts them not
, and there-

¢ And let the

fore he faith,p3'Yy ofalog mhlalinid
Jear of God be on yen.”  And 1t 1s faic
mandment in the Panteteuch of fq

1 as a com-

aring God,

NN -Pﬂ‘m N N The Lord thy God thou fhalt
Jear I’ " And the fages bave alfo ohferved, that

1 of that e
t only fears
monizxed of,
rce to thofe
hich ye fhall
not

the true friend will not be forgetfu
hath been commanded: But he tha
* wi}l not overgo that he hath been ad
for fgr is of the greateft confequer
named 2YN R")i. e. thele w
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Jofi the fon of Joezzer an inhabitant of
Zaridah, and Jofi the fon of Jochanen an
B 3 inhabi.

not do; and more fo to thofe precepts named the
Submiffive P.--cepts:  Now it fo was, that this wife
man (meauing Antignus) had two difciples, the
name of the one was 9\ Zaduc, and the other
DY, Boyfufs, and obferving their mafter deliver
the fore-mentioned doltrine, they faid thus; ac-
cording to our maftei’s do&rine there is neither
reward nor punifhment, or any hope left; and
which erroneous notion befell them by inifcon-
ftruing his meaning, and thus cach encouraged
his fellow in that fallacious notion, until that
they totally deferted the law : and each of them
got unto himfelf a fet, which are called by the
Rabbins D'DYY Saducees and Boy/Jufim ; and as they
could not aflociate the public to themfelves, had
they openly avowed their horrid maxims, fince
fuch maxims would be the deftruétion of all fo-
ciety, they thought politically to declare.to the
public, that they were pofiefled of fuch faith that
might be more acceptable, and therefore cloathed
their wickednefs with hypocrily, and each of
them advanced to his fe€t that he believed in the
law, but not with its traditional do&rine, which
they deemed to be falfe; and by fuch means
eafed themfelves from all the traditional precepts,

rules,
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inhabitant of Jerufalem, received their tra-
dition from them. i]oﬁ the fon of Joezzer
faith, ** L et thy heufe be a houfe of affem-
bly to the learned ; and powder thyfelf with

the duft of their feet and whe

thirfty drink théir words
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rules, and orders; for it would have
abfurd in them to deny at once, bot]
ture and the tradition: And alfo of tl
vantage they could obtain by acknow
fcripture, and intreducing what con
chofe, fuitable to their fallacious do
from them fprung thofe evil {fets na
Karraim, who were moftly to be foun
and thofe were named the fa
Sadvcees, and Boyffufim: And it was t
ticipated the ancncnt tradition, and
planations as fuited their doétrine, an
ring to the fages : All incontradi&tion t
commanded ,mgmﬂ '7}""11'\1’1WR
WX 3TN0 ﬂ\Dn yn '|t7
¢ According te the ND2 Y
they ball teach thee, and accordmg 10 the §
they /ball tell thee thou /balt do 3 thou fhalt npt
tbe thing they fhall acquaint you, neither
left”  Maimon.

Irine.
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Jofi, the fon of Jochanian, an inhabi-
tant of Jerufalem, faith, (%) ¢ Let thy houfe
be ever open to the needy, and let the poor
compofe thy (:) domeftiques ; (£) and he¥
no ludicrous "difcourfe with women, even
thy own wife, much lefs thy neighbour’s.
And from hence have the Sages concluded,
whilft a man is frequenting ludicrous talk
with women, he caufes evil to himfelf, and
neglefts the words of the Law, and in the
end inherits hell.”

* DD 153p 720N RDY, SN, 13, YR
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Jothua, the fon of Perachia, and Nit.i
the Arbalite, received their tradition from
them. Jofhua, the fon of Parachia, faith,

B 4 «« Elett
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(b) So that any traveller who fhould be in
need, might be accomodated.

(¢) It being more judicious for the poor to
compofc thy domeftique employ, than the pur-
chafing of {laves ; and therefore have the fages
praife§ thofe that take the poor for their domef-
tiques.

q(i) It being generally that all converfations
held with the females, are tending to venery and
luft, and which doth in a great degree hurt the
morals : and not that alone, but it habituates
nien to give vent to that grofs paffion,

{
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*“ Eleét unto thyfelf a (/) mafter, T:nd (m) ac-

quire

Y

- (/) Meaning tho’ he be not fo wor hy in learn-
1.z as to be your mafter; yet ele& him to thy-
teit in idea. Since by thofe means you’ll the
better accomplifh fuch fcience you are learning :
for there 1s much difference in fuch |ftudies that
men acquire by themfelves, or thofe which are
attained with the help of others, and which laft
is of more impreflion and duration. Meaimon
(m) Acquire an Affociate : in the Ebrew it fig-
nihes poffefs, or purchafe. Advifingl a ..an to
poflels himfelf of an affociate ; with whom we
may regulate all our aftions: and that fuch
affociate be a friend, and therefore, we fhould .
endeavour to obtain fuch an affociate or friend,
tho’ we were obligated to court the |perfon until
his friendfhip be eftablifhed, and in|that degree
that their wills be mutual : thus have the mora-
lifts obferved, when thou profefleth love and
friendfbip, let it not be according |to thy.own
manners, but agreeable to the manners of him
thou doth love and befriend. And when each
of thofe friends fhall aim to that principle, it will
then be the intire ambition of each jof them, to
otatific his fellows will, and thus both their wills
Pecome united. And how noble is what the
Philofopher faid : the friendfhip is one; but the
love is of three fpecies; bencficial lpve, fatisfac-
tious love, and platonic lve: WNow beneticial
love is like unto the love and friendfhip of two
partners, or the love a monarch hears to his
army : but fatisfa@tious love, 1s fubdivided, 1. e.
love from pleafure! and love by dependence ! Now
love
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quire an aflociate; (#) and judge all men

in the ballance of 1nnocence.
Bs

love from pleafure, is fuch as the friendfhip in
common from male to female and the like; and
that by dependence, is when a perfon is poffefled
of a friend in whom his foul can confide, and he
need not ufe any caution towards him from ac-
quainting kim with all his a&ions both good and
evil ; without the leaft fear of injury : and when .

once a man finds a friend of that dependance, he

fhall fir ! indeed great fatisfation 1in his friend-

fhip.  But platonic love, is when the ambition .
of both wholly tend to one view, and that’s good,

and ’tis the will of each to avail himfelf with his

creature, that they may both be benefited at the -

fame time : fuch is the friend whom the fages
have recommended to be poflefled of : and fuch .
is the friendfhip of the Preceptor towards his dif- .
ciple, and the difciple to the Preceptor. Maimonide.
(n) In the ballance of innocence : T'his fubje& 1is
thus, if there be a perfon whom you know not
whether he be guilty, or innocent, and you fhall ;
behold him a& fuch aétion, or fay ought which ,
1f you were to take in one light would be good, .
and in the other-evil : In.fuch cafe judge of the -
fame in a good light, and put not. the evil con- .
ftruétion thereon. And in particular, if#he per-

fon whom you-are judging of is charaéterized for -

a good man, upright and juft in all his a&ions,

and you were ta behold a fimple aét of that perfon,

which can admit of no other conftru&ion but bad,
and if were impofible to judge thereof otherwife -
unlefs great firefs be put thereon: in fuch critical -

o cafe:-

-

SRR, 6 PR RO e AR YT W MK G

e T N b Y




10 Tre ETHICCHAPTERS

98 9 1200 PN DN 22378 R
FMITIBD B WD IR) * Ve 13000
Nitai, the Arbalite, faith, * Retire from

an evil neighbour (0), and € no com-

L B ¢

cafe it behoves you neverthelefs to jUdfFC of the
fame 1n a good light, fince there is a| poflibility fo
to do, and you are not permitted toaccufe him:
and therefore it hath been faid, ¢¢ hg that accules
““ thete that are upright fhall be punifhed on his
‘¢ body.” And on the other hand where a per-
fon 1s known to be wicked, and in &ll his aétions
he avows fuch, and you fhould obferve fuch a&s
in him that import good intentions : But with
tome ftrefs laid thereon might be te ing to evil;
we fhould be admonifhed of fuch a man, and not
credit that his deeds are intended for good, fince
there be a poffibility to put anotheq conftru&tion
thereon, confidering his being ftigmatized for bad :
therefore it is faid, 13 P8P YR )P 1IN0 03
““tho’ be fhall be fuplicative with his voice thou fha't not
credit him.” But where the perfons chara&er is ob-
icured from you, neither do his ations tend te
either of the extreams, in fuch cafe itis requifite to
judge that man in the ballance of innocence, in
cither of the extreams where his| a&tions fhall
tend. Maimond,

(o) Make no company with the wicked: Meaning
in any manner of aflociations that [you may not
learn their ways and manners: and we have al- .
teady thewn in our introdutory chapters that from
cvil company, the evil manners are attradted,
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pany with the wicked, and be not perfuaded
that thou fhalt efcape punifhment.”
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Jehudah, the fon of Tabai, and Simon,
the fon of Shatach, received their tradition
from them. Jehudah, the fon of Tabai,
faith, < Be not like thofe who plead with
(g) chicanery : and when the parties are be- .

fore you efteem them in thine eyes as guilty,
B 6. | and

(p) Efcoping punifbment : Alluding if you be
guilty in doing of vice, or beholding others doing
the fame, be not perfuaded that God will not pu~
nifh them in this life, but depend that every man.
meets with his due deferve, ‘

(¢) Chicanery: Meaning fuch who ftudy the -
pleadings of the law, and compofe books to fet
torth, 1f you fhould be queftioned by the judgé
thus, you muft anfwer thus: And if the parties .
fhould ftart a certainplea, your reply muft be fo. |
And therefore thefe are called in the Fbrew,
1397 12"y Urchey Hadinin: the meaning of
Orchey, is preparing, and Dinin, is the verdi&: .
and therefore it was admonifhed by the fages not -
to be like thofe pleaders, and that not to inftrud
either of the parties, when going before the judge .
or court how to plead, that be: may thereby avail ;
kimfelf from the law, | ‘ o
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and when they are acquitted from you,
efteem them as innocent, when they are
obedient to the judgment.”

Ny PNY N29B N0 C RIN MY I3 WY
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Simon the fon of Shatach faith, ¢ be al-
fiduous in examining the evidence, and be

cautious of thy own words, leaft they may

conclude from them maxims whereby they
will evade.”
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Shemahia and Abtalian received their
tradition from them. Shemahiah faith (»)

»¢ Love and defire to be a mechanic, and
: hate

.

(r) Defire to be a Mechanic : Since by thefe
three principles as mentioned by S$hamair, exift
the regulation and the bafes of faith and fociety,
for when men have no trade whereby they m?'
fupport themfelves, and happen to be opprefled,

turn robbers and theives : And by aiming at gran-
dour, 1. e. domineering and poflefling offices at
court they fhall become envied, and ffhall in time
lofe their faith which muft neceffarily follow
thefe that are ambitious of being |creatures to
nonarchs, for they will facrifice their faith and
‘honefty.
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hate gl"ande'ur; neither aim to be intimate
with princes.” * o

NDY * D73 MR ORI IR 0N
oY Dmoipph 39 © MY N2ININA
N¥D* IO OTINR DRI DIRDNNIAYN
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Abtalian faith, ¢ Ye fages be admonifhed

and guard your words, ‘leaft ye may be

fated to captivity, and be tranfported.o a

place of (5) infetted waters, and the difci-

ples will drink of them, threugh which the
name of God will be prophaned.

honefty to gratify and pleafe their mafter: and .
the initance of the like we meet of * Douag who
was a creature to a king anointed of the Lord,
and what evil conlequences did follow from
Douag. 3xY7 , . ,

* 3RV Douag was prime minifter to king
Saul, and it was he who caufed the prieftly af-
tembly 1n Nove to be {lain, becaule they {upported
Davi]with bread at the time of his flight from
before Saul.

(s) t+ Infected waters : Alluding to hereticks ;
the purport of which is that the l:arned fhould
not preach in a myftical manner, {o that it ma
be taken in two fenfes, and by which thefe here-
ticks may avail themfelves of, and perfuade the
difciples to wrong principles; by advancing to
them that fuch was the meaning, and opinions
of their learned preachers; by which in recefs of

time,
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Hillell and Shamai received their tradi-.

tion from them: Hillell faith |(¢) ¢ Be of

the difciples of Aaron, alover of peace, and

a purluer of peace, an admirer ¢f mankind,
and 1nviting them to the law.”

time, the name of God will be profaned, the
like of which happened to Antigonu/s with his
difciples Zaduc and Boy/[Jufs.

+ Inthe cbrew is called, py=m Q1% Moyim Ha-
ragnim. It is a figurative expreflion tor dnowledge to
name it Mayiom, i.e. water : thusfaith the prophet

D’Ds 1Y 80Y 53 Lo ye that are thirfly go to the
waters : Meaning thofe that are obfcured in know- -
ledge fhall ftrive toobtain fuch : alfo where the pro-
phetcomplains that they have abandoned their true
God, the {fource and fountain of true knowledge,
he faith, DM DY NP Y PINY ¢ And me they
¢ have for[aken the fountain of living waters : and
therefore have the moral Rabbins |made ufe of
that ficurative expreffion of Moyim, |i. e. water as
an attribute to knowledge

(t) The difciples of Aaron: Tt is| recorded of
Aaron (on him be peace)that when|ever he ob-
ferved any perfon wickedly inclined, or that he
bor¢ an 1ntamous charadter ; he (Aaron) would

meet
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He hath alfo faid, (u)  He that agran-
dizes his name, lofes his name, and he that
doth not encreafe to get intelligence in the

law, fhall be cut off; and he that doth not

ftudy at all, merits death: and he that

maketh ufe of the (u) crown of the law,
waftes away and is loft.”

IR 07D IR PRDN ¢ IRIR TN

DIIVYN,YIYR DRY * IR DY)

He

meet him, and in a moft cordial manner accoft
htm, and engage with him in difcourfe, and thew .
as if he wanted to make him his creature : which»
cauted the perfon to blufh and reflet within him-

~ {elt, faying ¢¢ were Aaron to know the fecrets of |

| my mind, and my callous heart, {furely he would -

not look on me, much more difcourie with me:

} But fince T am efteemed in his eyes as a good
man, [ will endeavour to juftify his opinioa of
me, and therefore will alter my condition, and

. become one of his difciples.” And of this excel-

lent habit Aaron was poffeffed thus faid the Lord,

ADIAN TN N2 DY CwithPeace and
““ righteoufnefs be walked before me, and many bath bs
retresved from fin 2’ and this is that Heliel alludes
‘to be of the difcipls of Aaron. Maimond,
~ (v) Meaning he that is ambitious to be
great..

(u) Crown of the law : Meaning he who maketh
atrade of the law, to impofe on people therewith,
to obtain money, and it 1s fuch which R, Hillel
curfes that he fhall be deftroyed,

i
[

!
£
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. He alfo faid, (x) ““ If I do nothing for
myfelf, who will do for me? And:when I
think and refle€t with myfelf—what am I?
and 1f not at the prefent, when then?/
OYD MDRC YR NN AYY T RIN NDY
"303 DIRT Y2 0K 23PN NN N
$OD BB
Shamai faith, ¢ Endeavour |that your
ftudy be your chief work: Speak but little,
- and do much, and receive all men with a.
chearful vifage.” .

(x) If I do nothing for myfelf. Meaning if I do
not effet to raife my foul to unite pvith heaven
who will ? Since nothing can move it, fave my
voluntary (wiliand of which we have more amply
treated in the (i1. chap.) of our introduétion to
thefe ethic chapters.) And therefore fince my
whole happinefs doth exift in my will, when I
refle€t to myftelf, I find that I have not complet-
ed my happmefs, fince I have left|many good
actions which might have rendered my foul more
worthy of blifs : And laftly he faith, ¢¢and if
not at the prefent”. 1\Ict'mn‘mr in the youthful
days, 1. e. 1f I do not acquire g “eood Virtae then,
when fhall I ? for in old age it is top late to ac-
quire them if the cultivaiion hath been negle&ed
while young, fince the paflions to w hich we are
habituated are rooted, whither geod or bad ; and
therefore faith the m{l man, ¢ Trainthe )aut// n
that way, tbat when be becomes old be [1
therefrom.” Maimond.
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Rabi Gamiliel (aith, ¢ Provide yourlelf
with an inftru€or, and put thyfelf out of
doubt, and do not accuftom thyfelf to give
tythes by guefs.” .
RO DWHINT P2 NI Y2 iR DAY
NTTTINGY TR NOK 250 AN TINYE
MIRONITNIBN D) NPYEINDY PV
X0

Simon his fon faith,  All my days have
I been educated amongft the fages, and
found nothing of fo much utility as filence :
Neither is the Theory the principle, but the
praltifing thereof: and he that encreafes
words, brings fin.”
D37 w5y ¢ Spin ehm) 12 vnw 130
Di%n Yy P Sy 1 Sy + mivohive
'+ D2 soow DK baYDY NbK DY

Rabi Simon, the fon of Gamliel, faith,
‘“ By three things the world is maintained.

By (y) Juftice. By Truth. And by Peace, as
it

fo—

(y) Alluding to the policy of Government.
Truth, alludes to the moral virtue and manners,
on which three principles doth depend the
happinefs of fociety in this world,- and in the
next,  Maimond,
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it 1s faid. Truth, juftice and peace, ye
fball judge within your gates.

CHAP. 1L
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A B1 faith, ¢ Which is the moft up-
right way that men fhould choofe to
themfelves ? All fuch as imparts fame to
him that doth it, and refle&s honor on him
from men. And be as admonifhed of a flight
commandment as of a greater,| fince thou
art ignorant of the recompenfe of the com-
mandments, and balance the lafs you may
fuftain by over going a commandment a-
gainft its recompence, and the|gain of an
offence, at the lofs you may fuftain thereby.
Confider three things, and you will never
come to commit vice: Know what isabove
thee,
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thce, an eye that beheldeth, an ear that
heareth, and all thy ations are recorded in
a book.”
*IDINNRIT AT 2T B 3 SROm 120
oI NYNY PN TITEY IR Tebnng
1910 * NP NRY PRYITN Y 1 nNaee
| MR Y ROV 93] * 11 AMINNZ03
BRIIR MOTY DYDY DY) DY PROW Y
NPYR00R* WO IR DOPTY) * DRy
| DDRROND NP DWW
Rabi Gamliel, the fon of Rabi Jehudi,
the prince faith, ¢ The ftudy of the law is
agreeable in conjun&ion with the exercife
of the world, fince the travail of them both
maketh one to forget fin; and all ffudy that
hath no mechanical exercife wherewith to
 maintain it, becomes anihilated, and caufes
| fin; and all thofe that are employed for the
public, let their travail be for God’s name;
| for the merits of their anceftors fhall aid
' them, and their charity fhall remain to eter-
~nity ; and ye fhall merit as much recom-
pence as if ye had done thofe deeds your
{elves.
XN O P RY - PRI YYD
* NI NRYI PIITND PR CIRYY Y
FIPITT ANEA DT 1 W
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Be well admonifthed and| guarded of
princes and courtiers, fince they befriend
mankind only for their own intereft : They
feem as friends at a time they profit through
them, and yet are no affiftance to men 1n
their need and oppreflion.

Ny IYID I NRYODIR RN
2 190 29D i) Sua -1 |
{IN, 00 DR 118 Yo

He hath alfo faid, ¢ Obey the will of
the Deity, as thou would'ft thy own, that!
he may. do your will as his:  Pafs over thy
will to accomplifh his will, that he may pafs
away th¥will of others for thy fake.”

PRRA XY © Y0 D onon by i YN
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Hillell faith, * Separate thyfelf not from
the public, and credit not thyfelf until the
day of your death; and pafs not judgment
on thy fellow, except thou hath been in the
fame predicament, and fay not of matters

that are incomprehenfible, that they may

be comprehended: Neither fay, when I

fhall have leifure I will ftudy, leaft you will
not take leifure.
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He alfo faid, the ignorant cannot be a
man that guards againft fin, nor can the
peafant be a faint: Nor the bafhful ‘appre-
henfive in learning: Nor the paflionate a

pedagogue : Nor he that applies himfelf

to much traffick-wife : And in a place where
there Jare mo docile men, ftrive to be a
man.’

ouan 3B 9Y NDYY NN N7 NI NI AR
POIYY DV HIDY POLR A PR by N0

~ He did alfo obferve a ﬂ(ull that ﬂoated on
the water, and faid unto her, ** Becaufe
thou didft make others to float, they have
floated thee, and in the end, thofe which
floated you, will alfo be floated.”
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- He likewife faid, ** He that multiplieth

fleth, multiplieth vermin; he that mult-
plieth eftates, multiplieth care; he that
- multiplieth females, multiplieth enchant.
ments ; he that multiplieth female fervants,
multiplieth fornication ; he that multiplieth
men fervantss multiplieth rapine: Buthe
that multiplieth law, multiplieth life; he
that multiplieth ftudy, multiplieth fagacity;
he that multiplieth councel, multiplieth pru-
dence; he that multiplieth juftice, mult.
plieth peace. If he hath acquired a good
name, he hath acquired it to himfelf; if he
hath acquired the words of the|law, he hath
acquired for himfelf life in the world to
come
M NN N 59D HIPINBE 1IN
N3O PIND S8 N2 IARTDY O] A
Zunt Ol S pA- 15
Rabi Jochanian, the fon of |Zachai, hath
received his tradition from Hilk!and Shoma::
He was wont to fay, ** If thou hath ftudied
much law, do not pride yourfelf too much
thereon, fince thou were created for that
alone.”
ORI ROT 1227 1297 D1TYR Nwsn
T 1R YN 13 DU 1 AR Y 30 1T
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Rabi Jochaman the fon of Zachal had
five difaples, and thofe are their names:
R. Eleazer, the fon of Hyreanus; and R.
Jehouthua, the fon of Hanania; and R.
Joffi, the prieft; and R. Simon, the fon of
Nathaniel ; and R. Eleazer; the fon of
Aroch: He ufed to fum up their praifes,
~viz. R. Eleazer, the fon of Hyrcanus, as a
plaxﬁered pit, which lofes not a drop of
water: R. Jehoufhua, happy are they that
begot him: R. Jofli, a-faint: R. Simon,
the fon of Nathaniel, a man that fears fin:
R. hleazer the fon of Aroch, like a rifing
fountain.”
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He was wont to fay, « If all the fages of
Ifrael were in one fide of a {cale, and R.

Eleazer, the fon of Hyrcanus in the other,
he

o PPN S gy
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he would over balance them all.  Aba Saul
faid in his name, ** If all the {4ges of Ifrael
were in one fide of the {cale, together with
R. Eleazer, the {fon of Hyrcanus, and R,
Eleazer, the fon of Aroch in the other, he
would over balance the whole.’
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He (R. Jochanian) faid unto them, ¢ Go,
and obferve which is the right way that men
ought to adhere to ?”

R. Eleazer faith, “ A beneyolent eye:
R. Jeho-
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R. Jehoufhua faith, a worthy companion :
R. Joffi faith, a good neighbour: R.Simon
faith, he that confiders the confequences :
R, Eleazer faith a good heart: faid R. Jo-
chanian to them notice thefe words of R.
Eleazer, for his words contain and encom-
pals your words.” '

He faid again unto them, “ go and ob-
ferve which is the evil path that men ought -
to fhun: R. Eleazer faid a vicious eye : R,
Jehouthua faid a bad companion: R. Joffi
faid an evil neighbour: R. Simon faid he
that" borrows and doth not pay : ’tis equal
when he borrows from men, as if he had
borrowed from God, as it is written ¢ the
guilty borroweth and doth not pay, but the
jult doth gracefully bequeath. R. Eleazer
faid, a bad heart: faid he (R. Jochanain) to
them I approve much of the words of R.
Eleazar, for his words contain your words.”
*22IR MrOR 137 * 0N PEhY moron
TN DR P00 0¥ 2030 TR
M R 297 R Y W) Dy
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They have alfo faid three things, R. Elea-
C Zar
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zar faith, ¢ Let the hohour of] thy compa-
nion be as dear to you as thy own: and be
not eafily moved to wrath, and be penitent
one day e’er thou dieft, and warm thyfelf
by the fire of the fages: but be admonifhed
that their coals do not burn you, for their
bite is like the bite of a fox, and their ftings
Like that of {corpions, and their vapours as
the vapours of a ferpent, and all their words
like burning hot coals.” -
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Rabi Jehofhuafaith, “ An evil eye, mal.
paflions, and hatred te mankind, deftroy

men out of this world.”
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Rabi Joffi faith, « Let thy companions
money be as efteemable to you as thy own;
and make preparations to ftudy the law, for
I« will nct reach you by inheritance, and
lct all thy a&ions be for Godls name.”
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Rabi Simon faith, “ Be admonifhed to
read the *Shama and prayers, and when thou
prayeth, make not thy prayers ordmary,
but piety and devotion before God. Asiit
is faid, for God 1s a graceful and merciful
God, flow to anger, and abundant in good-
nels, and will relent of the evil, and be not
mean in ihine own eyes.’
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Rabi Elca.aar falth ‘““ Be expeditious to
fludy the law, and know what to reply to
an Epicurean, and confider for whom thou
travaileth : and put confidence in thy maf-

ters fidelity, that hé will recompenfe thee
for thy labour.”

* 23D NIRYHM PO ¢ ARINIDI 90
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Rabi Tarphon faith, ¢ The day is but
fhort ; and the labour is much: and the
workmen are lazy, and the pay. much, and

the mafter of the houfe doth prefs.”
N9 1Im3% NaRYHD oY KD ik v 8
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* Part of the 6th €hapter of Deuteronomy,
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He hath alfo faid, ¢ 'Tis ot incumbent
on thee to finifh the work, nejther art thou
fo free as to pafs quite from it: If thou haft
fudied much law, you'll have much recom.
pence, and thy mafter hath fidelity to re-

. compence you for your wo k, and know
that the gift of rccompenfc of|the juft 1sata

pcriod to come.”
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.CHABIA the fon of ahalelel faitt

«« Confider three caufes and you'll b
guarded againft offences ; confider fro
whence thou cometh ; and whither thou al

going,and before whom thou| wilft be oblige
to render reafon and aceount: from when

tho
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thou cometh? from a feeted drop; and
whither theu art going ? to a place of earth
and vermin. And before whom wilt thou
render reafon and account ? Before the King
of kings the fan&ified and the bleffed.”
22802 NN * Wik DN PO 8390 30
LR NRDR RN MDY S nRivea
! whaonmimn
Rabi Hanania the lieutenant of the priefts
faith, ¢ Pray for the peace of the kingdom}
for were it not from the refpe@ which muft

be fhewn to government; mankind would
deftroy one another alive.
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4 Rabi Hanania the fon of Taradion fa'th,
A" Two that are affembled, and do not think
qof the law, is an afembly of fcorners : thus

itis faid, and in the affembly of fcorners he
C 3 was
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not feated. But two thit affemb'e and do
difcourfe of the law, thedivine prcfence doth
lodge amongft them: thus| it is faid,
“ Then fpake they that feared the Lord,
every one to his neighbour, the Lord heark-
cned and heard it, and a book of remem-
brance was written before him [for them that
fcaxed the Lord. and that thoyght upon his
name :” Thus much is inferred from thence
with relpett to two, but from whence 1is it
inferred thateven one who dot contemplate
the law, that he is as efteemable as if he had
kept the whole law ? becaufe it is {aid ‘¢ he
fitteth alone and i1s filent becaufe he hath

born it upon him.”
T 1092 9y 9% ehY Abin vy 3
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Rabi Simon faith three people that fea{l
at one table, and have not diftourfed of the
law, is as if they had fealted of the facrifices
of the Idols, as 1t is faid, ““for all their tables
are full of ﬁlthy vomiting, no place is clean.”

But three who have feafled at one table, and
have
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have difcourfed of the law, is equal as if
they had feafted from the table of God, as
it is faid, ¢ and he faid unto me this is the
table that fhall be before the Lord.”
173 WD DI RPN 2 R0 Y
0 AR I0 M I, TR
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Rabi Hanina the fon of Chachinai faith,
“ He who watches all night, and travelleth
in the road by himfelf, and giveth his heart
up to vanities, condemneth himfelf.”
9 1Oy H2pB0 92 BIN MR NN
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Rabi Nechonia the fon ef Hacana faith,
“ He that charges himfelf with the burden
of the Law, fhall be cafed of the burden of
the empire, and the exercile of the world ;
but he that putteth off the charge of the law,
fhall be charged with the burden of the em-
pire, and the modes of the world.
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Rabi Halaphta, a native of
of Chanania faith, * Ten |
are aflembled and are difcou
points of the law, the divine p
dwell amongft them, as 1t 15 faid |
eth in the affembly
whence 1s it inferred that 1t 1s
five ? becaufe it is faid, “ And
Sfoundation of his elements on the ¢
from whence it 18 inferred that
{o with three ? becaufe it 1s faid;
fembly qf Godsj]zall he ]ud e.”

P

whence isit inferred that it is cqlually
[pake they that

And from whence it

two? becaufe it is faid, ‘¢ Then |
Seared the Lord, &c.”
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18 inferred that it is equal fo with one? be-

caufe it is faid, ¢ In every place w
_/ﬁall be mentioned I will come to |
thee’
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Ral:i Eleazer an inhabltant
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faith, “ Give unto God from his own, for
thou, and what thou art pofleficd of, is his:
and thus is it faid of David, ¢ for from thee
is all, and fiom thy hands bave they given
unto thee.” .
PDEI NI TR 720 * Wi APy 437
T TIRITID Y NP IPIR NI D ¢ IR MR
D)L MND VN PN vy R N

Rabi Jacob faith, ¢ He that travelleth in
the road, and doth leffen his meditations of
the law, in order to amufe himfelf or to ad-
mire a handfome Tree, or a plowed field, the
fcripture deems him, as if he had condemn-
ed his own heart.” 3
92 * IR IRD 137 D WY N2 WNDIT 127
1NQT YWY AN IMEHRINNITOWT
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Rabi Dozethai the fon of Janai faith,
““ In the name of Rabbi Myer, a fcholar
that ftudies and wilfully forgets part of his
ftudy, the fcripture deems him as if he were -
to put himfelf in danger,” as it is written, *
‘“ But be aware unto thyfelf and guard thy mind

C; ) ka_/t‘ff
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leaft thou jhalt Sforget thefe matters which thine eye
have beheld.”
INOD DRV HI © DI KDIT 13 RO

boy Popnn inmOn ¢ N n‘v noTiP
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Rabbi Chanina the fon of Dozza faith,

¢ That man whofe fear of fin preceeds his
underftanding, his underftanding fhall be
eftablithed: and he whole underftanding
preceeds his fear of ﬁn his underftanding

fhall not be permanant.’
INBIMD P VRYHY 92 ¢ 0N

vwna priloRlglainl '731 igbelin gt Rigtalely
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~ He alfo faid, ¢ That man whele deeds
exceed his wifdom, his wifdom fhall be
eftablithed : but he whofe wifdom exceeds
his deeds, his wildom fhall not be per-

manant.

NHTIANI AN MY 53 ¢ BR8N
Fiman MR PRE 9210 T AMIDIPER MY
3 NG DIpHN M Y MY AN

He further faid, ¢ That man with whom
the fpirit of the people are pleafed, the
divine fpirit fhall alfo be pleafed with him:
But of him that the fpirit of the |people are
not

INTVTY N
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not pleafed with; neither fhall the divine
fpirit be pleafed with him.”.
t PANY S NP iR DX NpITIAY

'3 PN 0’1'7"1 nrw) < 0mng 5:.») )
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Rabbi Dozza the fon of Harchinafs faith,

““ The {leep of the morning, and the vine
of noon, and the entertainment of infants,
and the aflembly of the vulgar, deftruét
mankind out of the world.”
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Rabbi Eleazer the Modai fcuth ““« He -
that contemns the folemnities, and def-
pifes the public feftivals, and puts his :
neighbour to blufh, and fcoffs -atthe com- .
paét of Abraham our father, or gives a
comment on the law contra to reafon; tho” -
he be never fo qualified in the Iaw, and - .
cven be poflefled cf -good deeds: yet he .
fhall have no fhare in futurity.” .
ANy MY SN i Sazvnw’ ':n <

Raiat=7-Y DD ‘7: ny 'xnz: nm o
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Rabbi Ithmael faith, ¢ Be humile to your
elders, and affable to the young people, and
receive all mankind with joy and chear-

fulnefs.”
PRI ORI MOR) PINY © IR NIPY, 137
CIYY DN IN
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Rabbi Achiva faith, ¢ Libidinofity and
lewdnef(s acuftom mankind to adultry. The
tradition, is a fence to the law,| the tithes,
are a fence to riches, vows arela fence to
abftinence, the fence to wifdom is filence.”
DR DYYINIDPOIN A AN BN TINN
iy Ay AN
2 Y
b 4 - ‘v A 3 ‘ ﬂqu "2"3"”‘
093 p87 * DIPDD 093 WP DY NYTH
DY Im © OXIEr PN DpRbK 1Y O
YD) MaN * DIWRNR) Y ¢ e
8733 13¢ * A20 73000 1miy on) NYTh
T 027NN 3N NP0 3 * ARk DY
¢ dryn oy
He faid alfo, ¢* Amiable is man that he was

crcated in the *intelligence of God: love un-

® Zdem D')y in Ebrew, fignifies intc/ligence, and therefore
 were the idols called D’D‘)g Zalamin,
) J
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bounded hath been demontftrated to him, by
being created in the intelligence of God, as 1t
is faid for in the inteligence of God he made
men. The Ifraelites are dignified, by having
the appellation of the children of God: love
unbounded hath been demonftrated them,
that they fhall be ftiled children to the Lord,
as it is faid, ye are children to the Lord your
God: extremely beloved are the Ifraelites,

becaufe he hath given unto them the veflels

of delight, wherewith' the world ‘was crea-
ted ; as it is written, for I give you a good
dottrine, therefore forfake ye not the law

1) DRIV 201 ¢ NI A 1 DY TR

s yon 27 e Hom

(a) Allis infpe@ed (by the providential
eye) and the freedom of choice is given or
fuffered : and the world judge by goodnels,
and all is according to the multiplicity, or
augmentation of the adtions,

He

(@) In the above predication doth contain man
and extenfive fubjefts, and worthy to be faid by
the famous R. Aciba. 1fhall only give youa hint
of what he faid viz. that all that happens, and
comes to pafs in the world, is known unto Gop ¢
he then further obferves, that you fhould not
therefore miftake and and urge, that fince Gop
knoweth all the a&ions that neceffity muft follow,
i. e. that every man cannot avoid the alions he

fhall

R e T
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He alfo faid, <« All that is given to man-
kind, they are engaged for: and a net is

fpread

fhall do; and therefore he faith IM) MM
And the freedom of choice is given o7 Juffered, (and
which we have more amply difcufed jn the eight
chapter of our introduftion.) He fufther fhews
that God’s dealings with his creaturds, are with
grace and goodnefs, and not qca‘prxil o to their
deferts, or their decds ; thus "tis {aud 3‘7 afnile!
¢ God is good unto ally” and therefore he faith,:
hmt) Q'-n}:n NN And the world are Judged
by goodnefs.””  He thercfore fheweth that men do
not acquire the virtues, according tq the great-
nefs o(} the virtue itfelf, but according to the
multiplicity of a&ing the fame : for by repeating
that certain virtue, he fhall acquire the fame
~ permanantly, e g. if a man'were to equeath to
another who is deferving thereof one thoufand
pounds at one time ; and to another he did give
nothing ; that man fhall not be poffefled of the
virtue of liberality, altho’ he hath given one thou-
fand pounds at once ; as he that fhal]l give one

pound
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fpread on all living creatures: The fhop is
open, and the mafter thereof credits, and
the book is unfolded, and the hand records,
and he that chofes to borrow may come and
borrow, and the colle€ors are continually
going their rounds daily, and obtain pay-
ment from mankind, by his affent and
“againft his will, and -have good reafon for
what they are doing: and the * judgment s
truth : and all prepared for the banquet.”
PRCMPIAPRON * IR IR YON 20
PNDN® TIDIA TN TN TIIUN DR TN T
DN INT? PNIRIN ° DRON T ADIANTR AR
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Rabi Elcazer the fon of Azaria, faith,
«« Where there is no /aw, there can be no
civility, where there is no ctrility there is no
liw ; where no fear of Gob 1s, there can be
no wifdom, where there 1s no wifdom, there
can be no fear of God; where there is no
prudence

pound to a thoufand different perfons liberally,
fince the latter hath multiplied the a& of libe-
rality a thoufand times; by which means he
hath acquired the fame more permanant than the
former who was but moved thereto at one time ;
and in relation to that he faidy FPYH I DY
<¢ According te augmentation of the altions,” but not
according to the greatnefs of the a&ion. Maimon,

% i, e, a future fteve,
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prudence, there can be no fience,
1s no feience, there can be no

there 1s no * flower, there can
where there is no law, there can be no flower.
WYBD N3P MHINY 9 RN
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He a]fo faid, ¢ The man whafe w1fdom
exceeds his deeds, to what doth| he refem-
ble? Unto a tree whofe branches exceed
its roots, fo that the wind doth pluck 1t up
and overthrows 1t, as it is faid,| for ke fhall
be Like the heath in the wildernefs, ard fhall not
Sec when any good comcth, but fhall] inkabit the
perched places in the wzldemcfs in a fall lahd and
not inhabited.” Bu: he whofe works ex-
ceeds his wifdom, to what doth he refem-
ble? Unto a tree whofe branches are few,

but

* Means Underfianding.
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but its roots are many ; that although all
the whirlwinds fhall blow againft it, they
fhall not be able to replace it, as it is faid;

‘“ And Ae fRall be hle a tree lmted by the‘ﬂowmg
rth /us ruit in due fea-

walers, that bri

fore; lus leaf af _/Iza ‘not wither, and whatfo-
cver ke doth fhall

T nng m’p ' 'mxs (alalp kel isipl Rry]
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Rabi Eleazer the fon of Chafma, faith,
“ The facrifice of the deves, and the laws zf

the menffes, are leflons of importance; and
{tudies of utility. Aﬁrolo Mathemalicks,
and Geometry, are the garmfhes of wildom,

and the law of Gop.”

CHAP. IV.

Waspas
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H E fon of Zoma faith,. ¢ Who is it
that 1s wife 2 he that receives docility
from all men; as it is faid, from all my
teachers have I gathered underflanding; Who is
puifant ? he that furmounts his-paffions ; as
1t 1s written, he that is flow to enger, is better
than the mighty men, and he that rulath his oun
mind, is betler than he that winneth a ¢ity. Who
is rich? he that is contented ; as it is faid,
when thou eateft the labour of thine hands, thou
Shalt be bleffed, and it fhall be well| with thee.
Who 1s honored? he that honoreth others;
as it 1s written, for they that revere|me, I will.
alfo revere, and that defpife me, I wil] fight.”

12021y ¢ AP MNRTYING PRI

TV TYIVL TR DTV MEOY TN
MY MY,k MY MY ey 3y

The fon of Azai faith, ¢ Be afliduous to
the flighteft commandments, and | fly from
fin; for one good a&tion will caufe another,
and one pacada will alfo caule another pa-
cada ; for the recompence of a precept, is
another precept, and the recompence of a

pacada, 1s a pacada.
R S 08 92912 10 O < i A

* YYD PRE DI 0 PN 17035 300
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He alfo faid, Do not defpife every per-
[on, neither-apprehend all things impoflible;
for there is no man who hath not his mo-
ment, neither a ghing that hath not its place,”
20U NIIIND TRD *BIN TR LR DONY 120

PP Y MpnY DIND 93 1E3

Rabi Levithais, an inhabitant of Yabna,

faith, ¢ Be of an extreme humile fpirit,
fince all the ambition of man is a worm.”

4

0139 DY 59N b AN RN 12 1371 430
TR IR A IR 19220 1393 D3
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Rabi Jochannan the fon of Baroca, faith,
“ He that profaneth the name of God in pri-
vate, fhall receive his-judgment in pudlic:
Whether defignedly or not, it is equally fo
where there is a prophanation of Gop.”
1297 Py by o ¢ SN Oxyow
P3n 9y mibm e T vishy s vprens
a9 oYYy 13 o < nikyh
: nivyn

Rabi Ifmail faith, ¢ He that {tudies with
intention to teach others, is empowered to:
learn himfelf, and to convey to others; bu*
he that ftudies with a view to a& that he
ftudies, fhall be impowered to comprehend

and to teach others, and to a& himf{elf.”
| o Rab1
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Rabi Zadack faith, ¢« Make not unto thy-
felf a crown to be agrandized, |neither a
hatchet to hue with; and even fo faid
Hilld, ¢ He th:t maketh ufe of the
crown of the law fhall be loft® From
hence we learn, that whoever recéives a be-
nefit or any emolument from the| words of

the law, takes his life out of this world.
B ANIAD AR TR0 520 TpiN DI Y
" Ny o0 9210 niman Yy aagn
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Rabi Jofi faith, ¢ He that hongureth the
law, his perfon fhall alfo be honoured by
the public, but he that profaneth the law,
his perfon fhall be prophaned by the
public.” . .
T 1D IDYY N iR 932 Sxvoes g
37 DIDI N MINARA S A Pon PR
P MY DAYEN MOIY NI
Rabi Hmail faith, ¢ He that avpids him-
felf from being a judge, difcharges himfelf
from enmity and falfe fwearing ; but he that
is arrogant in his judging, is a fool, wicked,
and proud.”

"He
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He alfo faid, * Render nat juftice by
thyfelf, for none judges fingly excepting
one : *Neither prefume to fay to others, that
they fhall recetve your opinion, for they are
at liberty, and not thou.”
P TIAD N DD O3 <INk 13
naiAn Ny Seann Y © wivp ARy 1D
| $ 139y NHvaY IDID * Wiy
Rabi Jonathan faith, ¢ He that regards
the law 1n poverty, fhdll regard it when in
riches; and he that quits the obfervance of
the law when 7ich, fhall at the latter end be
ebliged to abandon her from poverty.”
TIR3 PIDYY* POV DYBD VT RIR YRR 137
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Rabi Myer faith, ¢ Leflen your worldly
affairs, and ftudy the law, and have a hum-
ble fpirit before- mankind ; and if thou hath
abandoned the /ew, there are many contra-
ries to oppofe you; but if thou hath taken

much pains therewith, there is much re-
compence for you by the donor.”

Rabi

* i.e. "IN God who is a Unity.,
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Rabi Eleazer the fon of Jacob, faith,
¢« He that accomplifhes one precep’, acquires
unto himf{elf one procrater ; and |he that 1s
guilty of a pacada acquires to “himfelf an ac-
cufer. Repentance, and good deeds, are as ante-
dotes to evil.
Dy iy D33 93 ¢ MR HED Y
Py DY DY NYNEY * DIRRNY e Y
¢ DpnnY R0
Rabi Jochanan Haffandler faith., ¢ All
congregations that are for Gop’ fake, fhall
in the latter end be cftablifbed ; but thofe
that are not for Gobp's fake, fh all not be
eftablifhed or durable.”
bR MAD 7 IR VISP YR30
TRIRDD TN AN * YD T AN
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Rabi Eleazer the fon of Shamua, faith,
« Let the honor of thy difciple be as efteem-
able to thee as thy own; and the honor of
thy fellow as the fear of thy mafler, and the
fear of thy mafler as the fear of hdaven,”

2%




or e FATHERS. 47
' NAZY bR NN DINAT 2
o i ahiynba

Rabi Jehudah faith, ¢ Be admonifhed of

the ftudy - of the law, for the ignorance of
ftudy caufes vice.” o
\ND C DD 0MINR MYOY * DI ipY 1an
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Rabi Simon faith, ¢ There are three
crowns ; the crown o’f the law, the crown of |
priefihood, and the crown of Empire ; but the
crown of a good name exceeds them all.” |
hR)* FMINDPR? 7130, N NI 120
Ty SOANY PINK RID RO 08N
R RO NER N b
"'Rabi Nahoroi faith, < Be tranfported to
a place where they obferve the law, and fay
‘not that fhe will follow thee, or that thy
-companions will obferve its authority : and
depend not on thy own prudence.
DN MYYD ¥I WA PY NN DY
: DPIE D DA
Rabi Janai faith, “ We have neither the

peace of the wicked, nor the tribulation of
the juff.”
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Rabi Mathias the fon of Charafh, faith

“ Be forward to falute mankind,| and be ra-
ther the Lons tail, than the head of a fox.”

* 2IMMDY MY NN DY R 3Dy 13
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Rabi Jacob faith, ¢ this werld is like un-
to an anti.chamber, in comparifon to the
world to come. Now prepare thyfelf in
the antichamber, that thou mayeft enter

the palace.”

NN NN YY N * IR NN
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He alfo faid, ¢ One (4) hours repentance
and good deeds in this world, is prefarable to
all the life in the next, and one moments
fatisfa&tion in the other world, 1s much bet-

ter than all the life in this world.”
Rabi

(¢) We have already difcuffed in our
(x. chap.) of Senhedrin, that there 1s no poflibility
of acquirement after death, but all that is to be
acquired muft be done in this world ; jand to which
the wile Solomon hinted faying, YD & 1D

3 1B Y NAEYM
15‘“ m‘z? }g stb:r’: i&;en):it ¢r allion am}mpl, ner
%dge, nor wifdom in the grave, whither thou art
§¥ig
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Rabi Simon the fon of Eleazer, faith,
““ Strive not to pacify your companion in

the moment of his wrath, neither ‘condole
him whilft the dead 1s before him; and de-

going ' And therefore it behoves every man to
endeavour, during his fhort time of being in this
life; thathe negleét not any of the time,butby ap-
plying-it to the acquiring of virtues, fince the lofs
~will be immenfe by reafon of its being irrepair-
able hereafter : and therefore the pious men who
were convinced thereof, did accordingly endeav-
our not to mifs or lofe one inftant of their life,
but applied the fame to knowledge, and the ac-~
quiring of virtues thro’ which they in faét have
profited by their acquifitions: and others who
fpent all -their time in corporal pleafures only ;
did indeed lofe all their time : and the moft of the
commonality efpoufe the latter, and miftake the
truth, and in fa& they are putting darknefs to light,
and light to darknefs ; and woe to them that
mifs the truth. And of this {ubje& hath Solo-
mon treated in Ecclefiaftes faying, ¢¢ That the
acquirements are not to be obtained after death,
if negle€ted when living, which is a philo-
fophical truth when infpe&ted with Ratiocina-
ton, and if thou fhould read Ecclefiaftes by that

dlay, you fhall learn the truth, Masmon.
D mand
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mand not abfolution of him when he hath
vowed, nor attempt to fee him in his cala-

”»

mity.
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Samuel the little faith, < Rdjoice not in
the fall of thine enemy, and let not your
heart be glad at his ftumbling,| leaft the Lord
Jhall behold 3t, and 1t bc ev. l mn Izzs cyes, and wil

put off his wrath fr
-zm =l Rl il a0 n wmx'v N1 YN
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Elifha the fon of Abuia, f'l h, ¢ He that
teacheth an in[ant to what dotH he refemble?
" equal to writing infcribed op ncw paper;
but he that teacheth old men| is hl\e unto
writing infcribed on blotching paper.’
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Rabi Jofli the fon of }eh da, a native o

avillage wear Babplon, {aith, ¢ He that re

eeiveth his Jearning from young pc:ople,h
wik
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what doth he relemble? equal to the eat-
1ng of four grapes, and drinking of new wine ;
but he that receiveth his learning from eld
people, to what doth he refemble? like
unto eating of ripe grapes, and drinking of

old wine,”
v NRa 89N P3P Y2nDn R ik 13
CIMPERY 12 ¢ 1 ¥R IR v i
e
Rabi faith, ¢ Regard not the Slafk, but
that which it doth contain. 7 here are new
flatks full of old wine, and old ones that
even are lack of new wine.”
TNAM T RN 0PI YN a0
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Rabi Eleazer from Cappernaite, faith,
® Envy, Luft, and Ambition, takes men out of
this world.”
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He alfo faid, “ Thofe that are born are
to die, thofe that are dead areto Lve: and
the Living to be judged: Let us know, and
make us acquainted, that Gop is the former,
he is the Creator, he is the Supenintendant, he
is the Fudge, he is the Teflimony, he is the
Party, and he will hereafter judge: Blefled
1s he that before him, there is no niquity,
no obhieration, no refpeit to perfons, (c) no
acception of bribe ; for all is his; and all fuc-
ceeds according to the accoynt. And be
not affured by your paflions, that the grave

(¢) This fubjet is not to be underftood as the
taking of bribes in order to palliate or withold the
juftice 5 for this fubjet in itfelf, as with relation
to Gop, would be {o abfurd, that it need not be
expreffed. But the fubjec? is thus, ¢ That he
doth not take for bribe the good deeds ;" As for
example, ¢ 1f a mant were to dp one thoufand
;¢sa deeds, and onc mal, yet {hall Gop not par-
don the mal one, becauic of [the number of
good Jeeds ; neither fhall he dedu&t one of his
good deeds, in order to ballance with the mal deed:
but fhall punifh him for that fingle mal died, and
reward him bencfits for every one of his pood deeds ;
and this 1s the fubjeét of TN np? N‘? he dsth
. net take alrile” Maiman,

fhall
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fhall be your refuge, (d) for by neceflity
thou hath been created, and by neceflity
doth thou live, and from neceflity thou
fhalt die, and by neceffity thou fhalt render
reafon, and account before the King of

Kings: The fandtified, bleffed is he.

CHAP. V.
YN P12
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HE world was created withTen Parolts,

and Gop might, if he pleafed, have
created it with one parole ; but did fo in order
to be avenged of the impious, who deftroy a

(d) Notice and obferve well this predication,
for it fpeaks only of fuch that are deftined by #a-
tare, wherein men are precluded from choice, and:
oblerve that it doth not fay, ¢ &y neceffity thou dith
fin, er cammit vice,” or the like, fince the latter
are all within the ckeice of men, and not from me-
ceffity”, which we have diicuffed in the gth chap-
ter of our iutrodultion. Maumond,

D 3 R v.orld
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world which was created with fen paroles;
and to give recompence to the juf, who up-
hold that world which was created with &n
paroles,
ey * m mon My
POYIR Y NI 930 0 v bR TN
912902 PR OV, w030

ly provoked to anger. confidering the pre-.
ceding generations having rebelled e'er God

caufed the Deluge.
s y_ﬂjnf? DIAN W DI AT MY

PDYIRITATTMINY ¢ W)

to Abraham, which demonftrates the grace of
Gop ; fince the preceding generations did
.continue to provoke heaven;
came and received the recomp
whole.
DY P3N OERN TIDIN)
3328 DN Y in2n LIy
Our father Abraham was p
proofs, and ftood with them all, which de-
monftrates the great love of Abraham towards

God,

nce of the
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. Ten plagues did God indict on the Egyp-
tans in Egypt, and tem more on the Red Sea.

Ten miracles happened to our parents in.
Egypt, and ten on the Red Sea.

N3 OPBa Ny woian WViniInnky
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At Ten different periods did our parents
prove the Lord in the defert; as it is [aid,

“ and they proved me ten times, and yet did not
hearken te my wice.” " |

T ORI M3 whiaRy W o) My
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Ten miracles happened to our parents in
the houfe of the fanfluary. No women
mifcarried owing to the odour of the meat
of the facrifices. Nor did the meat of the

ﬁ,ﬁes ever have an ill f{cent. Neither was
~y flies to be feen about the {laughtering
place. Neither did there ever| happen an
unclean accident to the high prieft on the
day of atonement. Nor did the rain extin-
guifth the fire of the wood of the alter.
Nor did the wind over power jthe pillar of
fmokethat afcended. Neither wias there any
defect found in the Omer. Nor in the two
lecves.  Nor in the fhew bread |of the fanc-
tuary. The people at the time of adoration
ftood ftooping and neverthelels bowed with
much room. Neither did a ferpent or feor-
pion do any damage in Ferufalem. Neither
did any perfon complain to hi§ companion
I can find no room in Ferufalam to lodge.
PIYRY 13 NP W3 18133 BT My
 PINYTBY * WINUBY ¢ TIRDB 10Ny
L3039 * YEYM * mo2m) ) R

*PRIRTIAR DR L+ ningm
03 077 YR 3 e Yy o
(WY N3¥R N2Y Y C DMk o)

Ten things were created on the eve of the

Sabbath about twilight.  Th: piouth of the
Earih,
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Larth.(whichfwallowed Corach and his con- -
gregation) The mouth of the Fountain.f fér the
Iraelites in the defert) The Rainbow. The
manna. The Rod of Mofes>xThe Shamir of So-
lomon.  The Charaélets anlsthe Writing.  The
Tables of Mofes, .and eur father Abraham’s Ram.
And fome fay even;the Demons, and alfo a
prepared implement of a Tong.
W00 0IN3 YY) D712 03T Y
IR 1IRINRINI WD 5T 1 53 N2
* 290G 5733 W) AT D)
1PN Sy iR 12902 2w ¢ v i
ow bW HYY 1R 1N S v
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Seven things are to be found with a Foo/,
and feven with a IVifeman. The fage fpeaks
not before him that exceeds him 1n wifdom
grandour or reputation. Neither will
he enter to break in upon his fellows dif-
courfe. Maketh his propofition firft, and
will anfwer rationally. Will argue to the
firft propofition prior, and to the latter
laﬂly. And that which he hath not heard, he
admits that he never heard it, and fubmit-
eth to fruth. And the contraries of all thefe

are with a fool,
D5 | Seven :
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Seven forts of punifhments jare blought
én the world, for feven grand vices, viz.
When part of the people gi etytlus and
the others donot, a{carcity of provifion and
a dearth enlues, whereby fome are provided,
and fome become pung]lzd When the whole

a_femine of
Ecople neg-

pcople refolve not to give tythe
eon/ufion proceeds.  When the
lect to give that donation of their doughs
due to the priefts, a famine of canfimation pro-
ceeds. Peflilence cometh on the world, for
fuch matters as are punifhable with death by

— the

|
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the lzw, but not within the jurildi€ion of
the Legiflature; and alfo by not adhering ac-
cording to the law with refpe& to the fruits
of the feventh year. " o
The fword is brought en the world, far
retarding of juftice, and for evading the
fame, and for concluding matters in the low,
contrary to reafon. The Wild devouring beaft
cometh in the world, far falfe fwearing, and
for prophaning the name of Gon.. Capture,
cometh an the world, for the adoring of
idols, and committing adultery, and for &o-
nucide, and for not futfering-the land to reft
the Sabatical year.
C IR nINE 3T DRNR IR
ATTNFIBA PPRY WY PYIEa)
3 YD 9D * NN T MY 933¢
Y TyD N9 C AIIYI ey
niTe en © YIY REN3 Ny
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The Peflalence is augmented at four feafons
of the year. Atthe fourth, and the feventh,
the latter of the feventh, and the latterf the
Jfeaft of the Tabernacle every year. In the fourth,
far the retarding the donatien of the poors.
tythes during the third year: and in the f£-
wrih yegr; for rc,tard]f)n% the paors tythes due
m
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in the fixth year: and at the latter end of the
Seventh year, on account of the fruits of the
fabatical year: and at the lalier end of ihe feaft
of the tabernacle searly; forrobbing the poor of

thofe donations that are due to them.

“ogh W 5w mIND © DI MR VAW
* DD N M DMDIN P AT B Y
e Tre Y * YO e 12w
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Four cuftoms are to be found with man-
kind: he that faith that which|is mine, 1s
mine, and thine, is thine; 1s a paflable cuftom.
He that {aith what is mine 1s thine, and thine
is mine; is a vulgar cultom. Mine 1s thine,
and thine is thine; is a pious cultom. But
wmine, is mine, and thine 13 alfo mire; is wicked
and unj;ﬁ.
*ISIY M) DIYIY N9 N2 NI VIR
nish nwR) DWD7 NeR Mow3 e Ry
ni¥; M) *DWW3% R’ TI0973 MY Ay
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" Four manners are to be found with the
‘paflions, eafy provoked, and cafily pacified, his
recompenle is obliterated through his mif-
condult: difficult to be provoked, and difrcult to
ke appeafed, his recompenfe fhall put fhine his
‘mifcondu&t: Not eafily provoked, and eafily
“appeafed, is a'piqus man; But eafily provoked,
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and diﬁcult to be appeaﬁd,' is an impious

.man.

'm‘pw mow‘a 'uzh 'ncs"t: 'm:w xs’ ' 'mz")
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Four natures belong to dfczplcs quick in
. comprehending, and qulck in forgetting the
fame, his recompenfe is obliterated through
his mifconduét: dificult in comprehending,

and dificult in forgetting, his recompcn%
out thines his mifconduét: ealy in compre-
hending, and dificult in forgetting is a fage:

difficult in comprehending, and ealy in for-
getting is a mal-fhare in the mind.
NOY DY NETN TRTY AN NV YN

R c DR 'mz Y Y ¢ DN DY
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Four humours belong to people of zofpita-
lity; he who willeth that he alone may give
alms,and no one elfe, hath an envious eye to-
wards others doing of good: that others may

ive alms, but not himfelf, hath a reclufenefs
for hlmfclf that both himfelf as well as

others.
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others may give alins, is a pious man: that
neither himfelf, nor others fhould give alms,
is a wicked smpious man.
K1 T4 @IDD N3P 2T D VAW
"k N AR I N Ik Ny
IARY * TR AW AN C R YD
LYY N R
Four humours belong to thof¢ that go to
ftudy at a College: he that goeth|there, but
a&ts not accordingly, can merit n¢ more than
the labour of his going: he that ats accord-
ingly, but doth not go there, hath the me-
rits and recompenle of his ations: he that
neither goeth, nor alls, is tmpipus; but he
that both goeth, and afts accordingly, 1sa
10us man. .
* 30D O'PIN aph 133 NI VIR
3QID NI * 310D * T3 * MR * TRYR)
* RPN © NI DWW * PR Yonne
ra NOYIR) 1T R TRDY  NVED
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Four humours are to be found with thofe

that are prefent before fages. A fpunge, a
ﬁamd, aﬁmim, and a . a fpunge! be-

caufe of fucking up all: a funnel! becaule

what it receives in at-ene end, it fends out
agamn
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again at theother:" a ftrainer! becaufe it fe-
perates the vine and retameth the pulp: a
fieve! becaufe it lets’ out the bx'an, and re-
‘tains the fine flower:- 7
AN T03 '\mzm'mwnryn;wg‘;:
mhp3 PR © 7Y ¢ rbn MPRYY Mane
* 937 -m'm NI TR RN mw’a
* 373 ﬂ’a‘mnvwh *RILHR NATK B
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All amours that dep end on fome volup-
tuous caufe, when fuch ca?é'g is anihilated,
the amour fhall alfo vanifh: and fuch as
hath no dependance on any voluptuous
caufe can never be deftroyed: which is an
amour dependent on voluptuoufnefs? Such
as the lave of Amnen and Tamour: and which
is that, that is Platoruc? Such as the love of
David and Fonathen:

DRNNY MO0 DR DY MY npiong 53
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All difputes that are for the glory of God,
fhall in the latter he eftablithed; and fuch
that are not fo, fhall not be eftablifhed:
which is a difpute foy the glory of God?

Such
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Such like unto the difputes of Shomo: and
Hillell: and which is a difpute not for the
glory of God? like that of Chorech and hus
congregation.
1175 N3 ROTTE © DIWINETIIMD 0D
T3 YREDRIY © D3NN Xm0 o)
+ 200 NRTION N3N WD Nivy?
WYY BRI 3 On DN DL
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ROl
He that caufeth good merits to the pub-
lic, no fin fhall come through his means:
but he that caufeth the public to commit fin,
fhall not be fuffered to repent. oses did
good, and caufed the public to do|good, the
merits of themultitudeareattributed to him:
as it is faid, ¢ He did the juftice of God and his
laws with Ifrael”: JErREBOAM committed cvi/,
and caufed others to do the fame, the crimes
of the public are attributed to him, as it 1s
faid, * for the crimes of Fereboam the fon of
Nabot, who commiited cv.l, and caufed Ifrad io

fin

wm + bR DM Neby e
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4 s,
_ He that is poflefled of the following three
principles, is of the difciples of our father
Abraham: and he that hath the contraries is
of the difciples of Balaam the impious: a be-
nevolent eye, a humble fpirit, and a contented
mind, belongeth to the difciples of our fa-
ther Abraham. An Euvil Eye, a Haughty fpirit,
and an Unfatisfied- difpofition, is from the de-
ciples of Balaam the Impious: What is the
difference from the diiciples of our father
Airaham, to the difciples of Balaam the Im-

pious ? The difciples of our father Abraham

eat the fruits of their merits in this world,
and
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and tnherit that of the next, as it is written,
that I may caufe them that hove me to tukerit fub~
Slance: and I will fill their treafures: but the
difciples of Balasm the Impious imherit the
infernal regions, men of blood, and falfity ;
they fhall not live half their days; but F will
put my trufs in thee.
233 59) <21y N ¢ i m* 12 n-nn’
TR Mivyy ngg:g 3 3% \*\
: DY
chudah the,fon of Tyma faith, “be as
bold as a Leopard, and have as mych agility
as an Lagle, and as {wift as a deer, and eoura~
%eous asa Liem, to exercife the will of thy
eavenly father.” |
209 NEAY * DIMY 0301 IR N
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He alfo {aid, the brazen, are for the ug[er-
nal regions, and the modeft for Paradsfe: be 1t

thy pleafare, O Lord our God, that thy|city be fpccdy
rebuilt m our days, and give us our | fhare in the
Study of thy laws,
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He alfo f2id at the age of five years, for
the ftudy of the Bible, at ‘ten to ftudy the
Mifhna, at thirteen to obferue the Commandments,
at fifteen to fiudy the Talmud, at eighteen to be
Married, at twenty to purfue Study, at thirty fo
Speculate, at forty to be Prudent, at fifty to give
councid, at fixty commences ege, at feventy 2o
be called Grey, at eighty the complexion to be.
wriakied, at ninety to walk double, at onc hun-
dred is equal asif dead and forgoten out
of - the world. :

m3 NYOTMieMNg i PR AT
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The fon of Boc Boc faith ponder and
ponder again the law, fince it comprehends’
all things: contemplate it well and depart
not from it, for there is nothing can equal
if. :

ORI ROVY DRY IR KD KT 1A

The fon of Hetcn HE1GH, faith accord-
ing to the endurance of srouble, fhall be the
recompenfc from God.
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CHAP VL

(o) HE wifemen havelearned in the language

of the Mifkna. Blefled is fe who hath
made choice in them and their l:arning,
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(¢) °Tis to be obferved, that hitherto only

are the chapters called, MY Mibng : but that

. which followeth is notthe M:fbna, and therefore
it faith, ¢¢ The wife men have learned in the language
of the Mifbna.” And this fixth chapter is called
NDYI]  BrovTHA,
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Rabi Myer faith, “ he that labours in thé
law for the fake of the knowlege thereof,
merits many things: and not only that, but
even the world is obligated to him:-and is
called a dear companion, dear to Gop,
dear to the people, rejoiceth Gop, and re-
joiceth his creatures, and it cloaths him with
humility and fear of Gop, and prepares him
to be Fuft. Pious, Righteous, and Fidel; and de-
bars him from vice, and makes him approach
to merits: and the people are benefited of
his councel, fcience and prudeuce; as it is faid,
with me is councel, fcience; I am knowledge, unto
me belongeth prudence. And it giveth unto him
Empireand Dominion and ratiwocination,and the
fecrets of the law are revealed unto him,
and fhall be like a fountain which encrealfes,
and a River that hath no end; and fhall be,
modeft, and forgive injuries: and it fhall

. magnify and agrandize and exalt him above
all things.”
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- Rabi Jofhua thefon of Levi faith, « every
day an£chois heard from mount Clered,which
declareth ; woe to the people who feoff the law :
for whoever doth not contemplate the lzw
is an excommunicate, as it is faid; a gold
ring in the nofinils of a funne; a ome woman,
but of evil qualities: and it 1s alfo faid, and the
tables were a godly work and the infeription a godi
iqycription engraved on the tables: fj'
ENGRAVED, but rrEr; for

empted from infernal judgment, | fave thofe
that regard the law: and he that segards the

Dt LT SN PYp 1ann pthn
‘,u‘a.

o
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(f) The word in the Ebrew is MV} cborush,

and which fignifisth engraved. Now she fame
lotters in the Ebrew when read with the vowel

txirie, (=) wnder the py inftead of the comatn ( v)
doth render its meaning IO fiee,

r
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He that apprehends from the mﬁru&non
of his companion, one chapter, one lef-
fon, one verfe, or a fingle letter in the
Iaw ought to fhew unto him a relpe&,

and the fame we find with David king of If.
rael who only apprehended two things from
Achitophel, and neverthebefs called hxm, In-
firuélor, Preceptor, and Friend; as it is faid,
but it was thou, O man, even my companion, my
guzde and my Familiar. And from the preced-
1 ipg pailage it is infered, confidering Devrd
who enly apprehended two things from A-

chitophel
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h:tcplel, and yet called him Inflruétor, Pre-
ceptor and Friend ; much more he that appre-
hends from his companion one chapter, one
leffon, one verle, or even one letter that he
ought to fhew him due refpett and honour,
aud honour 1s only due to him that knoweth
the law, asitis fad, the fages fhall inherit ho-
nour, and the righteous fhall inherit goodnefs; and
nothing is good fave the law, as it 1s faid,
the wifeinen fhall inherit glory and the righteous
Shall z.n/zerit good, &c. .
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) Such is the manner to attain the ftudy
of the law; bread with falt thou fhalt eat,
and water with mealure thou fhalt drink;

and on the ground thou fhalft fleep, and en-
dure

(z) Mcaning that tho™ thou fhouldeft only have
bread and falt to fupport thyfclf, yek you fhould
not neglet the ftudy of the law.
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dure pains and live an auftere life : If thou
doeth fo and taketh painsin the law, happi-
nefs fhall attend thee ; happinels in this
world, and goodnefs in a future State,

Seek not grandour to thyfelf, neither co~
vet more honour than your wildom merits 2
nor crave after the table of Xings, fince thy
lable is greater than theirs, and thy Laurels
greater than their Crewns; and thy mafter
who formed thee hath fidelity to recompenfe
your labour.
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The law is excellenter than the prigfl-hood

: and the royalty; for the revalty |is acquired
’ with thirty degrees, and the prieftlood, with
twenty four degrees; but the fsw by and
through forty eight things, viz. with fludy*

i with attention, with preper oratory. with confi-
‘ d-ration of the mind, with comparning the ideas,

with terror, with fear, haoaility, joy, veith wait,
ing on the fages, with the compqnions fultddty,
with the difputes of dejicples, with patience,
with thf’jludyof the bible, with the fludy of the
Mifina, with following but lite trofic, with

; [itle jlr 2 with little pleafure, with. liitle vanity,
1 wit's Bittle exercife of worldly cffeirs, with net
;_ beine eafily provo ed to anger, with a grod heart,
| with puiting fdelily in the fages, with being fa-

tisficd with trindations, Recomnotlering s place,
and
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and rejoicing in ks portion, and being circumfpelt
in hus words, and pretending to no prcheminence:
lcverng God loveing his creatures, lmfmg Juflice,
loverng np)zmand loveng that which 1s right.
Avoids himfelf from honour and ambiticn, and dot/z
not pridehimfelf in his fludy, neithar rejorceth by
giving of fentence. Supports the burdencqually with
his companions, and snterprets his astions in the
ballance of merit. Confirms hum wn truth. Confirmis
him in peace. Is content in has fludy. Makes pro-
per prepofitions and replies.  Attends and extends
the fame.  Learns with a view to convey fo olhers.
Learns with a view to praclice, ]nrr(dcs his pre-
ceptors knowledge. Is attentrve to lus lcffon, “and
. reports matters in the nam of thofe w o adoanced
them : from thence 1s inferred who ever re-
ports any thing in the name of him that ad-
vanced it, bringeth redemption into the
world, asit is faid, and Eafter reported the
malter unto the king in the name of Mordica:.
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The lLaw 1s grand, fince it gives life to the
obfervers in this world, and in the next; as
it is {aid, for they are life to thofe that find them
und health unto oll thewr fiefh: a healing to thy flefh
and marrow to thy bones: and it is faid, fheisa
tree of life tothofe that take hold of hey : fhe fhall
give the @ comely ornament unto thine head. Yea
Jhe fhall give thee a crown of glory: anditis
{aid, prolongation of days are om her right hand
wndon her left, riches and glory: and it is faid for
long deys and yearsof life fRall be encreafed tothee:
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Rabi Simon the fon of Manacia, faith in
the name of Rabi Simon, the fon of Yochai:
Beauty, Power, Riches, and Horour g’[dom, Age,

anextreme age, S mumber of children,is becom-
ing
o
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ing to the righteous and good to the world :
as 1t is fuid, ““the crown and lory af the old
¢ are in the paths of Juﬁlce and it is faid,
¢ childrens children are the crown of the el-
“ ders, and the glory of the children are
¢ their fathers:” and it is faid, ¢ the. glory
““ of )outh 1s their power, and the beauty
““ of age 1s their gaynefs:” and 1t 13 faid,
‘“ then the moon fhall be abafhed and the
“ fun afhamed for the Lord of Hoft fhall
“ reign in mount Sion, and in Jerufalem,
“ and g lory fhall be. before his anclens
‘“ men.
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Rabi Simon the fon of Manacia faith, the
the preceding {even remarks have all been
accomplifhed in Ras1 his fons. (k)
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(h) Remark, that wherever it is mentioned in
the Mifbra ’3'} Ralbi only, without any addi-
tion fignifieth, N2 IR 1020 R Jetudal,

the pr;’n(t.
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Rabi Joffi the fon of Kiffma fa
en my walking in the road, I met
‘fon who {aluted me with peace,
turred unto him.* Said he,

SRR WA ORI *9R3 T 0wn

3oy

‘OINAY
ith, ¢ once
with a per-
which I re-
‘¢ Sir, from

whence doth thou come:” faid I unto

him, * from an opulent «city,

which a-

‘bounds in fages and fcribes:” faid he again

¢« js it thy will, Sir, to dwell
and I will give thee immenfe
jcwels:” faid I
fent me with all?the gold an

in our city,
riches and

« wert thou even to pre-

d filver of

the univerfe, and all its treafure, I would
tbey ftudy
the

not d“'eu, fZLVC in a placc ‘yheng
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the law: becaufe when man maketh his exit
out of this world, neither gold, nor filver,
nor chels fhall follow him, but the law "md
his good deeds, only,” as itis faid, it fhall
¢t Jead thee when thou waketh in tlzzs werld:
¢ it fhall watch forthee whenthou ﬂeepcﬁ
“in the grave, and when thou wakeft it fhall
«« talk with thee : s in the next world.”
And thus faid Dawnid, 1 efteem more thy law
than a thoufand pieces of gold and filver:
and it 1s faid, unfo me {aith God, belongcth
the gold and the filver.
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Five polleflions hath Gop acquired to
him{el{ in his world, v'z. The Low |s one pol-
fe/lion. The Hecven and the Zarii gne poflef-
fion.  Abrchem is one polleflion. | Ifrael one
pofleilion. The Houle of the Sapfiuawy one
pofleflion. That the Law is one polleflion,
it is fzid, ¢ the Lord hath poflefled mec in
“ the beginning of his way, I was before
“ his works of o'd:” that the Heaten and the
eartii a € one poiicflion; 1t1s faid, ¢f thus {aith
“ the Lord God, the Heaven is my throne
“ and the Earth is my foetftool] where is
* that houle that ye will build unto me, and
¢ where 1s that place of my reft:” and it 15
{faid, ¢ how marvellous are thy| works, O
““ God, thou hath made them with wifdom,
“ the univerfe is filled of thy poffeffions:”
That Abralam 1s one poleflion} it 1s fuid,
¢: and he bleffed him, and [aid, blefled be
* Abrakam, to the God on high pofieflor of
- Heaven and Earth.” That /fruc]is one pol-
feflion: becaule it is faid, © Till thy people
¢ pafs, O Lord, till this peeple|pafs which
¢ thou ha'h purchafed. “That the Sanéfuary
is one pofleflion, becaufe it is faid; * the
« San&uarv. O Lord, which thine hands
¢ fhall eftablifh;” and it is (aid, <‘|he brought

“ them to the mark of his Sanftuary, the
mount
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““ mount purchafed with his right hand.”
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And all that Gop hath created in his world,
he only made for his glory, as it is faid,
“ every one fhall be called by my name, for
*“ I created him for my glory, formed him
*“ and made him:"* and it is faid, the Lord

«: fhall reign for ever more:”
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(¢) Rabi Chanina the fon of Achafia faith,
‘it pleafed Gob to render Ifrael merritoris.
ous, did therefore multiply to them the lams
and the commandments, as it is faid, it pleafed
God becaufe of his righteoufnefs and grace
to multiply the law.and aggrandize it*”

(1) This Ialt_paflage doth not belong to the
chapter, but only placed by way of conclufion to
the whole,and is neither {32/ Mifkna or NP
Broytha, but is called FV VIR Auigada. There is
an excellent obfervation to be taken from the
oration of R. Chanania ; for he doth by his words
fhew that the view of Gop in giving to the I{-
raelites a multiplicity of Commandments, was,
that they might eafier merit heaven: Sincea

E 5 law
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Law that doth obound with tuch a

Tue ETHIC CHAPTERS

humber of

commandments, although one perfon thall fail id
fome, yet may he keep the others, and thus fhall

al, or moft, thouch minding ditferent
ments, yet mind Gop’s Lawy ar
thall fome men merit hicaven quicker

ing of one of Gon’s commandmunts,

and

rominand -
therefore
by the do-
with a

proper and willing mind, than iome by doing of
one hundisi unmindfully‘; And thus| {faid Rabbr

weeping, AN M2 HD‘JW. nNp e

< thereare

rei why fpail cleiin futarity inone moment.””  But
tas 15 a marvellous philotophic point, not pro-
perto be dvicufied herey aud ther:fore we have

referved it tor its proper place : for |

muft refer

myfelf to the Ethics, that {faith MM 20O

Q2372 ¢ O ye fages be admonifbed
your words, ly? youmay te fated to capti
tr.'an/}crted toa place
ciples will drink of then, throtigh whith
God will be prophaned.”

NN RO < A hint to the wife.

and guard
vity, and be

of imfelied waters, and the dif>

the mame of

And Solomon faid,

’

A.nd thus fhal] I conclude my notes to thefe
Ethics, with the trantlation of the words of R.
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¢ O my foul prepare thyfelf with plenty
of provifion; and negle& not the fame, whilft
you yet poffefs life, and in thy power; for the
journey will be very remote. U iay not thou
will provide thyfelf with provifion to morrow,
for this day is gone; fincé thou knoweth not
what fball happen that day. O be fenfible, that
yefterday fhall no more return; and therefore,
all that thou didft work and pradtice on that day,
ponder and numerate it. O fay not, what you
will do on the morrow, for the day of death is
hidden from all living creatures; be therefore
fpeedy to effé&t thy daily labour, for death emits
every day its quivers and fhafts : "Confider that,
and neglé& not thy daily-work ; for like a bird
hurried from its neft, arc men hurried from :
their place. Awake! my brother, from th
fleep of . folly and infatuation ; and have compaf-
fion on thy ul, which is the moft worthieft trea-
fure that Gop hath trufted into thy hands; and
how long more will you continue to negle&,
when almoft the whole courfe of thy life hath
been finithed with fatiating thy own luft, like
an cvil fervant : O ! wilt thou then not fpend the -
remainder of thy days, and dedicate them to the
will of thy Creator ? thou knoweft that

man’s life is but fhort upon the whols ; how fhort
' and
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and fcanty are then gl - 157 U2Y9 that thou
may perhaps yet live § U koo r, that 10 be immer-
tal is exaited 3 fhall then -y foui not aim to rife
to that glorious place, that habitatign on high,
chat all the winds cannot reduce. O be fpeedy, yet
- while the gate of repemtance is open | to receive
you ; feck the Lord when be is to be found § be {pecedy
my biother, and fpeed thy/elf before| thy terror
cometh, for thou can’ft be certain of |living one
dax; and therefore refle@® with thy foul, fuch a
refle®ion that is becoming a perfon of/thy know«

ledge. nn
F1INTIS.
353 by oy v S ey a3 may

MNP

amDD D' PONYDA POWR hon v Yy
R 13 2% 8T MR N
YD 0N




Henry Bookbinding Co.
135 Henry Street
New York, N. Y. 1






